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THE HORRID SPE0TRE4 



CHAPTER L 



W, 



£ have announced the good un- 
derstanding and harmony which had 
subsisted between the families of Ash- 
grove and the ca&tk hitherto. 

A circumstance, however, now ljap- 
pened which totally interrupted their 
intercourse with each other. 

VOL. III. b ^» 
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£fe riagjetip cöuld be advaurfd ie 
the lip some envious demon hurled it 
from the grasp ! 

4 

•- 

The day following that on which 
Orlando and his family had dined at 
the vicarage, as the doctor was amus- 
ij>g himself with a walk ili the garden 
he observed a piece of paper in the 
form of a letter laying on the ground. 

He immediately picked it up, and, 
examining the superscription, found 
it was directed to the Hon. Orlando 
Bellgrove. :; - 

- 1 ' '/ . r - i j .../.••■»• -il i • • .: . 

As h* was foldingit up ft>* the pur- 
pose of restoririg it td his yöung friend 
he observed- the marit of Mo&hnia 
Pritchards ; and, on taking up one of 
the foid% he,caught the.expressionk — 
* Base ! pprfidious ! cruel V . 

The doctor now thought himself 
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1 warranted in perusing the contcnts, 
which contained, in a female hand, a 
moving and affecting remonstrance 
upon being deserted, and in a State 
whcre protection was more than usu- 
ally necessary, and intreating the per- 
son to whom it was directed not in a 
base and treacherous manner to seduee 
the affections of an amiable young 
lady, who was totally ignorant of his 
insidious designs. ■ . 

The doctor read the note over three 
times, not believing the evidence of 
his own senses at the frrst He then 
put it into his pocket, venting an ejar 
culation at the perfidy of mankind. 

When he got home he repaired to 
his closet, where he sat an hour or 
:two in the most painful meditation. 

His daughter's welfare and his own 
. (< happiness were so iutvavaX^Vj w^- 
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nected, that -he concluded Orlando's 
treachery had rendered both fovever 
lost. 

He was tortured with a variety of 
resolutions ; sometimes he thought of 
shewing the contents of the letter to 
Monimia, that she might learn to de~ 
test a character so unwörthy of her ; 
but, recollecting the difficulty of rais- 
ing a prejudice against an object of 
afFection, he declined such a measure. 

At other times he resolved to eon- 
frout. Orlando with the evidence he 
had found against him ; but his pride 
would not permit him to appear sensi- 
ble of so degrading an imposition 
intended his family; he, therefore, 
abändoned that design. 

• 

At last he suggested a plan, which 
he determined to put into immediate 
executiou. 

1 About 
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About sixty miles distant from the 
vicarage lived a maiden lady, a sister 
of the doctor, whom he had ever been 
extremely partial to.. 

This lady was described to be at the 
point of death by notice which he had* 
that very day received, and which re- 
requested; if fit was any way possible, 
ft> see him and Monimia befere she 
expired. 

The doctor, therefore, without 
hinting the least about the lettfer, 
which he had found in the garden, de- 
sired his daughter to make instant pre- 
paration for their immediate departure, 
at the same time shewing her the let- 
ter he had received from her aunt. 
Monimia shewed every readiness to' 
obey, little imaginirrg tbte uneasy sen- 
sations which at that time agitated 
her father. 

b 3 ^^ 
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The day after their departure our 
hero presented himself at the vicarage. 
Nothing could equal his surprise when 
the servants informed him, that the 
doctor, Monimia, and little Henry 
had set out in a post chaise for some 
distänt part, of which they were ig- 
norant He enquired if there was 
any message for him or any of hb fa- 
mily ? .^nd received for ans wer, that 
there was nothing of the sort left ät 
their departure. 



, -k 
I 



Orlando rode away from the viea- 
rage quite dispirited ; and, as he pro- 
ceeded, feil irito a reverie on a circum- 
stance so unexpected and mysterious. 

He spent the remainder of the day 
in applicatjon tot the doctor's acquain- 
tances 4 not onfe af whom could give 
himthe least Information on the cause 
of his departure. 
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Orlando wa* stung with anguish 
and difiappöiütment in thus losing hit 
Monimm* 

He reasoned a long time on what- 
ever probable circumstances might 
häve octfasioned her absence, bttt in 
vain 1 The tnore he ruminated» the 
gtttetet the perpleaity and myatery^ 

In this State of mortrficatiön he fe • 
tucned home,, where he found the 
bäton and baroness engaged in a party 
ät Quadrille. 

The Company suspended for a while 
theit amusement, to pay their re- 
spects to him ; all which at any other 
time would have been highly gratify- 
ing ; büt he was in no humour now to 
relish theae ceremonies. 

He feit a pensiveness which he triecf 
|^ h^rd to concoal ' " 

* 4s ^ 
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It was, however, too difficult a task 
for him, and a sigh would at times 
escape him before he had power to 
check it. 

Orlando was intreated much to join 
in the' party, an invitation which he 
evaded, by saying he had promised 
Julia some lessons in Italian. He then 
retired to the study, where she was in 
wuiting for him. 

He was continually putting his 
invention to the rack to discover tra- 
ces of Monimia. 

Whole hours would he spend in 
contemplation of her charms. 

Often would he ränge about the 
most solitary walks round the Castle, 
and, after fätiguing himself with 
«xercise and anxiety, throw him- 
self upon some elevated plot of grass, 
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where, giving rent to his sorrow, he 
would indulge a melancholy reverie 
almost to insensibility. 

Sometrmes he would take a lonely 
journey to the: vicarage, and, in the 
adjoining premises, roam tili almost 
midnight ; and, returning*. homc, 
would devote the night to chagrin 
and despair. 

üThe uneasy State of his mind pro- 
duced a visible alteration in his per- 
sona he became pale and emaciated, 
refused his usual food, and secreted 
himself thegreater part of his time 
from the family. 



At length the baron with con«^ 
cern obseryed this change, and 
toqk the first, oppot|unity x when 
they were alone, to question htm on 
the subject. 
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Orlando was shy and answered 1ii& 
father's interrogatories with great re- 
serve. -..,.. 

At length tke baron, seriously 
alarmed at his son's State of mind, 
plainly intimated, that hc thought it 
arose from the affair at the vicarage* 

«" The vicarage, sir !" exclaimed 
Orlando, with a strong emotion, — 



" Do you know when 
the doctor will return ?" ^V. 

. *A ..' 

" Not soon, I hope," answered the 
the baron. 



• " Not seon !" cried Orlando — 
(turning^pale and trembling), — " for 
Heaven's safa», sir, why so cruel a 

wish ?" 

V 

" It 
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'* It stimulates me almost to mad- 
ness." 

" JPshaw, pshaw! youngman," cried 
his father, your impetuosity needs- a 
little wholesome ad vice." 

" I must beg, dear sir, that yon 
will explain what appears vcry stratige 
and 'fbrbidding." 

" My dear boy," answered the ba- 
ron,' * dq not give Mray to a vehe* 
mence of tfentiment, at once unmanly 
and deatructnrfe to your peace. 



.- »> 



Orlando stood in an attitude o£sur<- 
priäe and impatieftce. At length he 
exclaimed — " For HeaVen's sake, sir; 
do not keep me in suspense ; if you 
have any thing 6f importance to ap- 
prise ine of, divulge it instant ly, and, 

let me know the worst." * . 

* * 

B. 6 •" "^ 
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" Be a little moderate," cried the 
baron ; " a father's advice should be 
attended to with a little more respect, 
You well know I would advise nothing 
but what is conducive to your happi- 
ness." 

Orlando was instantly calnv and 
addressed bis father in a tone of sub- x 
mission and respect. 

§ 

" I have a long time," continuecf 
the baison,. " admired the attachment 
subsisting between you and Monimia, 
and often formed the^most t pleasing 
ideas of seeing you united to a person 
of her worth and merit; but visions 
of mere sublunary happiness were 
uever intended to be relied on, and I 
am sorry to relinquish all hopes of it 
in that quarter. " 

Orlando stood gazing at his fatlier 
with astonishment, and at lcngth ex- 
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claimed — " What dreadful obstacle 
is it, sir, that forbids me to hope fot 
happiness, where alone I should ex- 
pect to find it ?" 

" Orlando, be not too sanguine in 
your hopes or opinion." 

" My hopes, sir, are centered in 
Monimia, and as to my opinion, that 
can never alter." 

" Then are you miserable forever ! 
Monimia is.unworthy your regard." 

The unhappy youth became in- 
stantly fired with an emotion of love, 
jealousy, and despair !—-He stood 
fixed and motionless with surprise. 

At length, recovering himself, he 
exclaimed--- " Impossible ^ Monimia 
is all goodness, she possesses every ex- 
1^. cellence and perfectwii \? 

;v 'S 
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u Orlando," cfied the baron, " con- 
sidef what I säid before™ 

i 

" Your welfäre is too dear to me to 
wish to interrupt it. 

" If I have caused yöu a fe\v uneasy 
sensations, it has been from a kind 
niotive. 

" Here, I think, is sufficient au-- 
thority for any harsh expressions I 
may have tnade use of, " putting at 
the same thne a letter intri' the hands 
of his son. 

Orlando now took the letter and 
read as f ollo ws : 

" A well-wishcr of Baron Bellgrove's family 
" thinks it proper to advise him to guard against 
" the insidiou* designs okthe family at the vica- 
u rage. 



(^ 
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M The doctor and his daughter are at present 
" ina State of seclusion ; and» no doubt, when 
" they return, will oflfer some plausible and ob- 
" vious reason forit; but the truth is, retire- 
" ment has, more than once, been found neces- 

sary to preserve the ladyVreputation. 



u 



" The doctor, under the ßattering hopes your- 

" family affords him, is unusually chagrined at 

" the affair; but, with his unparallcled ingenu- 

" ity, will, no doubt, attempt every artifice to- 

" elude suspicion; but, once more, be on your 

" guard; suffer not a noble, ingenuous, and 

" unsuspecting youth, to becomo the dupe of. 

" lust, inUigue, and ambition." 

When Orlando had read the letter; 
with a trembling hand he returned it 
to his father, and exclaimed— (with a 
sigh almost sufficient to burst his 
heartVstrings, striking his forhead at 
the same time)— " Oh, God ! I am 
the completest wretch alive !" 

The baron begged him to be com- 
ppsed, intimating, t\vat * Wä N^wx^X 



.--< 
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it a happy circumstance the discovery 
was made before it would have been 
too läte to recede/. 

The baron. and his son soon after- 
separated, the former not a little un<- 
happy' at Orlando's disappoinr*nent ; 
and the latter, venting execrations at 
the fickleness and inconstancy of the 
sex. 

The unhappy youth, seon as he re- 
tired, feil into a train of reflections 
ön.the intelligence he had received. . 

After his tumults had in a small de- 
gree subsided-— 

He feit a returnirig löve for Mö- 
nimia, which shöok hifr belief in what 
he had read. 

" It cannot be ; Monimiä false ! — 
sureit must he some heilish de vice ta 
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calumniate even innocence itself !"— 
But then, when he rccollected the cor- 
roboratihg circumstances of her being 
absent, and the cold indifference with 
which she had left the vicarage, all 
the horrors of disappointed and in* 
sulted love, tbok possession of hinu 

He endured a struggle o£ contend- 
ing ideas, which drove him almost to 
phrenzy ; in the midst of which, his 
agitated mind was forming a variety 
of desperate resolutions. 

" I will bid adieu," cried hc, " to 
a spot where every happiness has de- 
serted me — a place, now loathsome ta 
my eyes; and, in some solitary, se- 
cluded, distant part^ breathe out the 
remainder of an existence too wretch- 
ed for me to sustain !" 

At another time he wouW vxnf ta 
pursue, and upbraid hsx ^V&^Vw^^v 

*ä*5 
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fidy ; but, suddenly recollecfcing bis 
ignorance of her place of conceal- 
ment-*- ic Perfidious woman!" £&> 
claimed he, " continue in your State 
öf privacy* Orlando no longer wishes 
to call yöu out into the world* that 
would spurn at thee fof thy mcon* 
stancy." 



- T , *' '■ 



As hß was utterihg lih ravings in a 
recluäe part of the g&rdeh, he was 
suddenly surprised wrth the agpior- 
ance of Julia. 

Though Julia seeroed m his mlnd 
to bear every feature of female beauty 
and perfection, his recent discovery 
made him recoil at the approach of 
ariy thing in the föüm of traman., 

.:.».. . . . 

• i. 

He started asidö from the path he 
was pursuing, and would have evaded 
eötiWJly äfty Conference with his 
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The tcndcr soul of Julia was over- 
come with sympathy at the tnelan- 
choly which preyed upon Orlando, 
too visibly to be unobserved ; and, 
when she saw the injury it had done 
his Constitution, love and pity prompt- 
ed her to a freedoln »he would by no 
means have atsumed on any othei 4 oo 
ca$ion. 

She qtiickly «fttictd hU avetsiön, 
and, stepping alter hiin, exclaüaed— 

11 Are" you *bt irfell,' Mr. Bell- 
grove ?* • ■ i . 



* ' 



Orlando, for the moment, cast a 
glance of dislike on her (her yoice 
soundihg, tt that periöd, so rauch like 
Monmiia's); and, seemittg to pause 

for a reply-^-- 

f ■ i ■ 

" I hope Mr.. Bellgrove will permit 
me," cried Julia, " to eftn$&c& «&\rx 
faheaLÜL» " ^^ 
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" Not so well as formerly," an- 
swered Orlando. 

* 

" I am sorry for it," cried Julia,. 
" for more sakes than one." 

" You do not know, Julia, how 
much you distress mffwith that re- 
mark»" 

€t Is it possible*" said Julia, " that 
such a hint can be painful to you ?" 

•v 

f c Julia !* cricd Orlando peevishly, 
u do not afflict me so far, as to har- 
row up feelings already hardly to be 
borne*" 

" I refrain, sir, frora pressing a. 
subject, which seems to cause you so 
much emotion ; but really my attach- 
ment to my friend made me desirous 
of enquiring after her welfare." 

" She 
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*' She i& well, I believe ; and, if it 
be possible, I hope is happy," replied 
Orlando, with a deep sigh. 

" Have you seen Monimia lately r" 
said Julia. 



ti XT~ " 



i.1 



No; 



Then you have not been at the 



vicarage for some time ?" 



" Yes, every day ; but Monimia's 
gone ■{ for ever fled from honesty and 
Orlando ! 



» 



" Oh ! Heaven !" cried Julia, 
" spare my friend ! do not brand her 
in such harsh and horrid terms," 

" Would to Heaven she had never 
given me cause !" 

*" Mr. Bellgrove -P exclaimed skst.> 
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<l I entreat you to hear me in behalf 
of vorth and excellence. 

« 

" Monimia is innocent ; somemon- 
ster in huirfän shape has traduced her.'' 

" Shew me the wretch that could 
do a deed so diabolical, and from his 
polluted breast I'd pluck his heart, 
and scatter it like Carrion for the fowk 
of Heaven to feed on !" 

" Be not so w.arm> w cried Julia; 
u time, I hopfj will vindicate my 
friend. In the mean time, wrong not 
the worthy object of your affections 
with vile suspicions." 

" Forbear, forbear," said Orlando, 
" some other time we will resume the 
subject." 

Julia, seeing thewretched state of 

his mind, became silent; and he, in. 

-'/ gloomy 
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gloomy reserve, atole away, andsoon 
became invisible. 



Julia rsturaed hojne with a \ieavy 
heart j am), ?& soqu a& she gained her 
room, l?#rst ijito a flood of tears, and 
for awhil$ s$t ruroinating on theijn» 
h^ppy ^te of afFairs at the Castle. 

• 

As she ^paa ponderiug or^ some n\o^a 
to adopt, to effect a reconciliation h?*- 
tween the lovers, the baroness entered. 

" Julia, n$y AßWi' QnecJ she, " I 
have bsea s^kijig y9u aimost every 
where ; I have some news to teil 

y<*u, . . ■ • 

" To-anorrow v(e are to have a 
a large party, among whora we sliall 
be honour^d with the Company of 
Miss Pearlby. ■* 

... ," This lady will, I tio^fc, Sä.^vöä 
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become a very near acquaintance 
among us. 

" The baron, it is true, had relin- 
quished all hopes of this affair j bü£, 
since söme uhexpected circumstances 
have ariseli, he and Sir Williatn häve 
renewed their convefrsation about Or- 
lando and Miss Pearlby, and hope, af- 
ter all, to bring the matter to a fa- 
vourable issue." 



" Dear me, madam," said Julia, " I 
thought Mr. Bellgrove had been un- 
der engagements to Monimia \ n 

" So he was, my dear, and with 
the consent of all parties ; indeed, the 
baron and I were charmed with the 
perfections öf that young creature ; 
but she is by no meäns a proper ob- 
ject for the affections of Orlando. 



*» 



t 



" Dear madam," cried Julia, " on 



»*■ 
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my knees let me intreat for my gentle 
friend." 

" Not a word more on the subject, 
let me heg of you," cried the baroness 
gravely. 

" You are young and totally un- 
acquainted with the artifices of man- 
kind." 

" You will pardon, my dear ma- 
dam, the freedom I have been guilty 
of in becoming an advocate for one 
whom I have always considered as a 
pattern of excellence." 

" I do not blame you, my dear," 
cried the baroness, " for your good- 
nature ; but you must allow persons 
of the age of the baron and myself to 
be better acquainted with life than 
one of your years." 

vol. in. i: " ^^ 
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"■ But, my dear madam, Orlando 
is consuming with grief at some base 
and wicked rcports/' 

' ■ "" Julia, dont be too positive in 
your opinions ; you do not act the 
friend in entertaining such a senti- 
ineat. We both suffer inexpressible 
anxiety for aar san ; we are almost 
broken-hearted at bis present Situa- 
tion, and it is with a view of diverting 
bis roind frorn aa: object so unworthy 
of.feim, thatjwe wish to promote the 
coi*cern I have before hinted at: 
therefore, Julia, I jaequest of you td 
try all you can to dissuade bim from 
his former attachment, and to bring 
rouad a happy understanding between 
hij&and Miss Pearlby." 

. " I will use every means to promöte 
the happiness of Orlando, undoubt- 
edly !" cried Julia. 

m 
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et 



Well, well, ray dear," answered 
the haroness, " remember I call upon 
you, as the truest instance of your re- 
gard, to assist, as much as possible, 
mine and the baron's designs." 

She now retired, and left Julia in a 

more embarrassed State thari ever — - 

finding herseif divided between her 

. düty to her generous benefactors and 

her erteem for her amiable friends. 

Thus perplexed, she found herseif 

but ill-adäpted, the next day, to pay 

her court to Monin)ia's rival ; and 

every time she found herseif called 

upon tojhew Miss Pearlby more than 

ordinary attention, it seemed to Julia 

like . tindermüuag the happiness and 

peace of Blind of her much-loved 
friends. 

At this meetiug all was mirth and 
..Entertainment at t\\e ca&xXe^ «sää^. 

* 



a 

I 
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with the wretched Orlando, who 
shewed such absence and inattention, 
as plainly denoted he was not at .all 
a partaker of the amusements. 

He broke suddenly off in several 
little undertakings, finding them tedi- 
ous and insipid. 

Orlando had long preserved - the 
character of a well-bred, finished gen - 
tleman among his acquaintances ; but 
those who had never seen him before 
carried away with them at this time a 
very opposite opinion. 

Our hero was conscious öf the in- 
firmity he laboured under, and tho' 
in every advance he made to the fe- 
male part of the Company he strove to 
conceal it, yet the reserve which hung 
about him was interpreted by the ma- 
jority of the Company as the effect of 
jnoroseness of disposition. . -. ■ . 
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The baron found himself disap- 
pointed in the hopes of Orlan- 
do exhibiting a partiality for Miss 
Pearlby. 

Though he had dropped a hint e>r 
two pn the subject to him before the 
arrival of the Company, yet he could 
observe no instance to flatter bis ex- 
pectations. 

However, he did not despair; the 
time was but early yet ; and as mar- 
riage with that lady was what he had 
again set his heart on, he determined 
to exert himself, in many instances, 
to reconcile the mind* of his son 
to it 

The baroness was animated with a 
like wish, and thought öf a plan to 
expedite the affair, which she sub- 
mitted to the baron ; this was to in- 
vite Miss Pearlby to resida with theixv 
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a few weeks — a mea&ure the baron in- 
stantly approvöd öf, and both often 
regaled thetr ideas with the hopes öf 
its success. 



^ j^%. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 



In 



the mean time, Ormond perse- 
vered in liis assiduities to Julia, who, 
in a little time, found a growing par- 
tiality in his favour, in consequence 
of them. 

Julia, however, thought it now 
time to guard against a still further 
increase of its influence. 

She found herseif yet young, aryj 
liable to error ; she lifcewise recoU 
lected the Situation she stood in with 
respect to her foster parents, and cow.- 

c 4 ivtessk 
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«idered it as a point of duty to coli- 
sult them in whatever point her own 
welfare might be efFected. 

She determined, therefore, to avoid 
that particularity which Osmond 
seemed desirous of respecting her, 
and to direct her conversation, in fu* 
ture, in a more general way. 

This operated on him only as a Sti- 
mulus tohis passion. 

He became every day more ena- 

tnoured, and resolved at length 

to solicit the consent of „ the ba- 

ron and baroness, for an union with 

sJulia. 

Osmond had hitherto exerted all 
Übe stratagems he was master of to 
accomplish his original purpose, but 
she was inflexibly virtuous. 



■i^i 
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Julia exhibited a soul so dignified 
and exalted as made him stagger in. 
his designs, and, for the present, 
abandon all thoughts of them. . 

Neither the baron nor his lady 
were inattentive to his particular re- 
spect for Julia. They every day wit- 
nessed fresh instances of his attach- 
ment; and, as they considered the 
event of an union with Julia in a fa- 
vourable point of view for her, they- 
were not at all disposed to act in any 
way that might prevent such a cir- 
cumstance. 

Osmond's applicatiön to the baron 
and his lady, therefore, by no means 
surprised them"; and the former was 
not a little pleased at the favourable 
answer he received.. 

He e^ulted in the prospeet before 
. . c 5 \\v«\, 
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him, and increased still more in bis 
assiduiticß to Julia. 

Notwithstanding the precautionsr 
Julia had determined upon, she found 
it impossible to shake off Osmond's 
particularities in her favour ; and, in- 
deed, she had accustomed herseif so 
long to listen to his insinuations, that 
they weTe fa* fVom disagreeable ta 
her. 

Julia a seeond time examined her 
heart, and fotinrd it expedrent to mfcn- 
tion his importunities to her fostff 
parents. 

The baion and his lady iä teply ob- 
served, they should urge nothing that 
they thbught would be disagreeable to 
her ; but if she should ever entertain 
a sentiment of affection for any one, 
they should not be at all displeased if 
the c}ioice were to fall on the per- 



THE HOBRIP SPECTRB. 95 

son of whom she had just beeu 
speaking, 

Julia replied, " In a case so inte- 
resting to her happiness, she should 
be guided solely by the approbation 
of her; henefactors." 

Nothing conclusive could be ob- 
tained froip this reply ; yet the baron 
and his lady were satisfied in the opi* 
nion that Osmond's suit would, in the 
event, be successful. 

While Osmond was triumpbing in 
the hopes of entirely gaining over the 
affections of Julia, the worthy Or- 
lando was pining in anguish and de- 
späir. 

AU • applications at the vicarage 
proved inefficacious. Monimia was 
fled, and he could get no infor- 
mation but what v?aa &o\\\Aü>^ ^ss^ 

G 6 ^g^* 
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evasive, such as served only more and 
more to confinn him in the opinion of 
her baseness and dishonour. 

To increase his affliction, the ba- 
ron was continually pressing on him 
the circumstance of his bestowing his 
affections on Miss Pearlby. 

That lady had resided some time at 
the ca&tle, but our hero had paid her 
no more than common respect. 

The baron at length began to be 
quite mortified at his son's coldness, 
and at last reasoned with him in rar 
ther a peremptory style. 

Orlando heard all with the pro- 
foundest respect, but yet with an un- 
usual degree of gravity in bis coun- 
tenance. 

At length he bowed to bis father, 
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and told him — " He had for ever made 
up his mind in that respect ; that the 
baron must forgive him for be- 
ing explicit iü the affair; for, much 
as he respected Miss Pearlby, his^ce«- 
gard for her would never exceed that 
of due friendship and esteem." 

" Infatuated boy !" cried the baron, 
" must you refuse the greatest ad- 
vantages, and for ever disturb the 
peace of your family for the miscon- 
duct of an artful girl ! Be advised 
Orlando ; it is essential to your inte r 
rest — to your happiness— to attend to 
the connection I recommended." 

" Far be it from me, sir, to con- 
tradict you in your opinion," ex- 
claimed Orlando ; " perhaps it is™ 
but in my present State of experience, 
I can neither dissemble nor risk the 
matter to an uncertainty." 



WV 
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a 



Then, sir," cried the baron an- 
grily, you are determined to bring 
ruin on us all." 

Orlando immediately exclaimed— 
(the tear starting in Ins eye),— 
" Hear me, good sir, and, for Hea- 
ven's sake, acquit me of a design to 
make you wretched ! I have at length 
determined on a point which, I hope, 
will at once conciliate all." 

" What is your purpose, then," 
cried the baron, with a tone of sur- 
prise. 

Orlando paused. At length giving 
his father a look of determination, yet 
respect, he replied— 

" To embark in some foreign expe- 
dition, sir. 

" Time,. 



i' 
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" Time, and a different Station, 
may, perhaps, do wonders !" 



4< Why should you be so rash ? 



» 



" From a wish, my dear sir, to re- 
store the happiness of the family." 

" My dear boy !" cried the baron, 
you alarm me ; surely you will not so 
hastily make a sacrifice of yourself." 

" I propose, good sir," answered 
Orlando, " what, I hope, will be for 
the best ; and I solemnly pledge yoü 
my word, that, though I cannot 
marry in conformity to your request, 
I will never unite myself contrary to 
your wishes." 

" Enough," exclaimed the baron, 
with a sigh ; " since you are resolved, 
may Providence protect and setvd^w. 
safe back to your fr\exvd% agpastV* 
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The baron retired from his son in a 
very dejected way. 

He did not foresee the consequenees 
his advice would produce, and was 
seriously alarmed at the dangers Or- 
lando's intention would expose him 
to. 

In fine, when. he reflected on the 
fatal consequences that might ensue, 
all the fondness of an indulgent father 
rushed upon him ? and he regretted 
he had proceeded so far in his inr 
junctions. 

In a dispirited way he soon after re- 
sorted to the baroness, and related to 
her the sudden inclination. of Or- 
lando. 

She received the intimation with a 
mixture of surprise and sorrow. 



#? 
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Like the baron, she little imagined 
that her son would proceed to such an 
extremity. 

The baroness instantly conferred 
upon some plan to induce Orlando to 
relinquish his design ; while the baron, 
concluding he had given a finishing 
blow to the häppiness of the family, 
exhorted her to use every persuasion 
to accomplish that point. 

She aväiled herseif of the first op- 
portunity to communicate her wishes 
to her son. 

u She represented to him, that 
liiere was no necessity to take so rash 
a step in consequence of their impor- 
tunities ; that what was recommended 
was intended for his welfare ; but that 
the baron and herseif would, from 
that moment, abandon every hint qx 
intreaty on the subject. * , 



%t 
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The baroness exerted all her elo- 
quence with her san to dissuade him 
from his purpose, to all which be was * 
not unmoved— it was a straggle he 
could hardly surmount— he said evcry 
thing to sooth his mother, and inti- 
matted, that nothing, but a perfect 
conviction that such a step only 
would restore the peace of the family, 
could induce him' to become averse 
1 from her intreaties. 

She now left him in tears, and re- 
tired to meditate on her son's alarming 
and precipitate resolution. 

The baron had observed lately a 
more than usual intimacy betw?en 
Osmond and his son. 

The conduct of Osmond had, in-" 
deed, become so engaging at the cas- " 
tle, that each person became more * 
and more solicitou? of his Company. 
*'■ He 



* 
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He had left off all that reserre and 

mystery in his behaviour, for which 

, he had been remarked, and confined 

hiirinelf to the study of amusing those 

whh whom he resided. 

He had, indeed, a twofold motive 
fbr his gpeciou» conduct — awiih to 
succeed in his atnonr vith Julia, and 
to disengage, as imich a$ possible, the 
afFections of the baron from his son. 

The baron waa now of opinion he 
qould turn the intimacy, which sub- 
sisted between Osmond and Orlando, 
to advantage. 

He therefore, iji an interview with 
tte fbrmer, exhorted him to exert his 
influence to persmade Orlando from 
his purpose. 

^ : Osmond assured tjie baron he would, 
'-Vith the utmost pleasure, attend to h» 
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request; but doubted his success, 
after the efforts which had been used. 
" And indeed, sir, " continued he, 
H I would not recommend dissuading 
hira from an event, which may operate 
to his advantage." 

" What can be your motive ?" said 
the baron, who < thought there . was 
something Singular, in the remark. 

" I do.not altogether wish him to 
go," cried Osmond ; " it will be an 
event painful to us all ; but, perhaps, 
such a step may operate more to your 
satisfaction, sir, than if he were to 
stay." 

" There is something mysterious in 
your insinuations ; I wish you would 
explain them." 

" It is painful to me, sir," answered 
Osmond, in a tone of hesitation, "to 

betray 
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ietray the conduct of my bosom com- 
panion; but indeed, sir,-- -(Here a 
tear started from his eye) — my friend- 
ship for Orlando will not suffer me to 
conceal a circumstance so detrimental 
to his interest and happiness. " 

u I am all impatience ! Say quickly." 

" Then, sir, Orlando has expressed 
to me his determination to renew his 
correspondence with Miss Pritchards 
the first moment he can meet with 
her." 

" Amazement !" exclaimed the jba- 
-ron." 

" My wish," resumed Osmond, "is 
to promote his happiness ; and, I am 
.sure, such a connection would destroy 
^Jtforever!" 

* . " Unquestionably so," cx\*& <*ä 

'•V . 
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baron ; " and in such a case I can 
consent to any step tifoat may produce 
a Separation." 

The conversation now ceased, as 
the baron appeared embarrassed and 
dejected ; and Osmond quitted him, 
with the hopes of having rendered 
Orlando's departure decisive. 

He now went in puräuft of his un- 
happy cousm, resolving to use all di- 
ligence to carry his favourite point in 
view. 

Osmond found him sittiHg'^n a bank 
in deep study, at the bottom of the 
garden. 

.• ' • .- - • •• ■ ■ .''..■.'. 

» 

" My dear Orlando* cried Os- 
mond, u I have had ä : ton£ conversa- 
tion with your father, who seemed, alf*' 
first, very reluctant at your going ; 
*fiut, know'mg how your thind was 

YätyV 
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bent, I got him at fest to be quite rc- 
concited to k. Not but that we shall 
aU suflfer at your departure , and, fi>r 
my own part, time will be miserably 
vacant to me after such an event ; 
still we ought to forbear our own ad- 
vantages to advance those of our 
friends." 

• 

"Orlando was pleased with hts pro- 
fessions of friendship, and told him 
he shouid *ver bear in mind a sense of 
his goodnesSj 

" I have done nothing more," cried 
Osmond, " than what mere affection 
has prompted ;me to ; and shouid, 
indeed; be happy to accompany you, 
if I had not some pressing concerns 
on my hands at present. 

" At all events," concludedhe, "I 
will see you to the very moment of 
your embarkation." 
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The two friends walked slowly to 
the house, in a veiy social discourse. 
Orlando, impatient for his departure, 
was quite pleased at the introduction 
of the subject, and was not a Kttle de- 
lighted with fris cousin's remarks and 
assurances on the subject. 

Osinond inwardly exulted in the 
success of his endeavours. 

It was his ahn to spread mischief as 
wide as he could in the family, and he 
thought it no mean atchievement in 
having accompiished his designs on 
his relative, in more respects than 
one. 

Orlando 9 « departure fed him with 
high notions of engrossing the baron's 
wholefavour to himself ; besides which, 
the fall of our hero, during his expecii-, 
tion, filled him with a variety of very 
plcasmg sensations. '* 



T/r 
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The baron and baroness, in thc 
midst of their trouble, could not help 
ruminating a little further on the Si- 
tuation of Osmond and Julia. 

The latter, from a principle of con- 
förmity to their wishes more than an 
impulse of love, had subinitted to Os- 
mond's assiduities. 

They had not viewed her conduct 
in this light, but thought Julia's Sub- 
mission to be the. effects of a' real at- 
tachment, and considered an union 
between them as a decided point. ' 

Julia's sense of duty and gratitude 
in this instance became a snare to her, 
for though she entertained some little 
partiality for Osmond, she was not 
aware that they had taken it up m so 
serious a light. 

Julia was alarmed ^wVieti A« iowsÄ. 
vol. m. d \5esaX. 
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that Osmond had proceeded so far as 
to make proposals to the baron and 
baroness ; and, in a State of per- 
plexity, < resorted to thera to express 
her surprise at such a measure, and to 
beg they would not put a decisive 
construction on any part of her con- 
duct hitherto. 

The baroness desired her not to be 
alarmed at the affair ; that.she should 
always be mistress of her own choice 
on such occasiofts ; but cdnfessed her- 
seif inclined to favour Osmond's ad- 
vances, had they been agreeable to 
her. " Both the baron and myself," 
continued the lady, " had formed the 
most flattering ideas on the event of 
your being united." 

t While they were in discourse the 
baron entered, and, catching a word 
or two, thought the business was 

settled, 
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settled, and began to congratulate 
Julia on the occasion. 

Julia was not disposed in a direct 
manner to confront the baron, and 
modestly replied, " So important an 
affair, sir, requires time to deliberate/* 

" Aye, most assuredly it does, 
cried he, retiring, " still it is not a 
little pleasure to anticipate the event* 

<k There now, Julia, n exclaimed the 
baroness (as the baron left the room), 
" did I not teil you, that he enter- 
tained the strongest wishes in this af- 
fair. Use your own pleasure, my 
dear; but if you can reconcile your 
mind to the proposals of Osmohd, it 
will be conforming to a point in 
which we äre both not a little inte- 
rested." 



S> J 
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CHAPTER HL 



O, 



RLANDO, after deliberating 
some time on the capacity he should 
assume, a,t last resolved upou taking 
up a commission. 

This. thought occurred in conse- 
quence of his having been infornied, 
that there was a yacancy m a regi- 
ment a few rniles off, which was ot- 
dered upon foreign Service» 

Soon "as he was made acquainted 
with this circumstance, he repaired 
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to his father and mather, and an» 
nounced to them the opportunity. 

The tears feil from them when they 
saw him determined, and the baron, 
notwithstanding Osmond's intimation, 
would gladly have persuaded him to 
stay. 

'• Orlando feit great emotion at the 
affliction of his parents, and was al- 
möst on the point of relenting, when 
ä sense of glory and his present 
unhappy state operated so strongly 
upon him, that he, in a word, de- 
clafced his resolve was final. 

He then endeavoured to calm their 
minds by representing their fears as 
chimerical, and that he had no doubt 
a kind Providenec would restore him 
safe to their arms. 



v r 



Our h6ro had the satisfacti<WL isv 
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observe his ?ittempts had the desired 
effect. He left them. considerably 
more resigned to his undertaking, and 
that very day took up a commission. 

Osmond, soon as he understood 
thi& affair was settled, flew to Or- 
lando and took upon him such a 
countenance of concem,and regret, 
that the latter, whom we shall no^ 
call Captain Bellgrove, mistook for 
an incontestible evidence of friend* 
ship and affection, and, embracing 
his relation, hoped that Osmond 
would favour him with frequent ac- x 
counts of the welfare of his dear 
friends at the Castle. 

Osmond replitd, that he should ex- 
perience the utmost satisfactkm in, 
making frequent Communications with 
him, and urged a second time his 
wish to accompany Captain Bell-/ 
grove as far as opportunity would 
pemnt. . This 
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This was a proposal which the latter 
embraced with pleasure' having the 
truest esteem for bis relation, who 
was, in every point of view, totally 
undeserving of it. 

Shortly after the time arrived for 
Captain Bellgrove's departure, and 
the interview of Separation between 
hrm and his parents was such as would 
have affected the most obdurate speo 
tator. 

The tears feil plenteously down the 
cheeks of the venerable baron^ and 
the baroness was too much overcome 
for utterance; and, when the loud 
thundering peal of the drums assailed 
her ears, she turned pale and feil into 
the arms of her attendants. 

In the mean time Julia exhibited 
very great affection for the son of'her 
foster parents ; she advanced towarcb 

d 4 \vcccl^ 
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him, and (with the most affectkmate 
look, the tear trembting in her i^re, 
and her breast heaving with distress), 
exclaimed — " Pray, Capt Bellgrove, 
do not forget your old companion." 

The Captain embracing her, said — 
" Her concern for him gave him ia- 
expressible satirfactift}, and that he 
shoiikl alwgys i etain a brotfterly lovp 
and esteem för feer." 

The villagers surrounding the castle 
were all collected, not merely for the 
<arcumstaö£e of seeing the soldiery, 
but from a gratefui ajad fond desire to 
take a parting look at their favovirite ; 
$nd, as th$ regiment approached, a 
ge&ej-ai cry was heard of — " Here 
comes the noble Captain !" 

Tfa^re was not a spectator that did 
90t seein iatere&tod in our hero's de- 
partum. . • ■ i 

The 




THE BORÄID STOCKS. 5^ - 

The poor cottagers took off their 
häts as he passed and saluted him. 
The women held up their children to 
view him ; and a general exckmation 
of— " God send yowhonour h speedy 
and safe retiMrn," resounded from all 
parts of the thröng. 

" As our hero passet! throtigh the 
adjacent towns, the ladies from the 
Windows brandished their white hand- 
kerchiefs in token of their esteem. 

All this made a very interestlng scene 
in his mind, and, upon any other oc- 
casion, he. would häve exulted in 
the repeated tributes of affection he 
had witnessed ; but a croud of reveries 
which theri ckMSupied his mind, abated 
considemMy - his tri&mph <in the öcca- 
sion. sfi!. j'f ■ '; ..ti i - ; i 

:Amo«gst 'the mtfny-lrito feit distress 
'pararious to Orlando's : departure, we 
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must not forget the concern of his 
old servant Peter. 

This faithful character had long 
been uneasy at the visible alteration 
of his yourig master, and having met 
with a suitable opportunity, where he 
thought he should give no ofFence, 
repaired to condole with him on the 
occasion. 

Orlando was not displeased, but 
treated his venerable domestic with 
the greatest respect. 

trom the kind reception he jnet 
with, Old Peter took an opportunity 
one day, while his master was ax- 
ranging matters pievious, to his. de- 
parture, to pay him a vi$it oa the sub-. 
ject of his expedition.. 

" I am come, ,y cried the old man, 
with t^ars in his eyes > " to make a 

proposal 
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proposal to your honour, in which I- 
hope I shall not be disappointed." 



» 



" Mention it, my good friend, 
cried Orlando. 



" My good master, then," said* 
Peter, "I am almost broken hearted- 
at your going abroad ; you will for- 
give my freedom, sip, I must venture 
a little familiarly in a qase like this — 
I wish you would have the goodness 
to accept of my Services, and to take 
me with you. in your campaign." 

" Why, this is a generous proposal,. 
indeed ; but surely, Petei\ you have 
not counted the cost of such an un- 
dertaking : war is ever attended with 
danger, and also with unremitting la«v 
bour and fatigue." 

" True, sir," cried Peter, "Ihave 
jseflected on these things; but though, 

- .- * d 6 *x 



Bit my time of life, I may not be &We 
to do wh#t a young man c3.11, I might 
yet be of some little use to your ho- 
npur. " 

" Do not press upon me what I 
could never be so unfeeüng as to. con- 
sent to— No, no, Peter, a person of 
your deseriptio,n merits well to- enjpy 
t^e decline of iife in serenity and re- 
pose-" 

" Will you not hear me then, sir," 
exclaimed the worthy douaestic, with 
a sigh ? 

" I am prouci, believe me, of this 
instance of your attachment to me,- 
cried Orlando to his servant ; " but 
I haw no inciination to expose your 
aged limbs to the hazards and dan- 
> gers of a battle. 

" Postpone the matter tili I retur n, 

and 
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and then I shall know how to value 
properly your present instance of 
esteera and Attachment." 9 

. The faithful old man now quitted 
bis young «master, not a little disap- 
pointed at the refusal, yet somewhat 
pteased at Orlando'« assurances of em- 
pioying him on his return. 

The detachment which our hero 
commanded, after a quick day's march, 
halted at about twenty miles distance ; 
Osmond, on every occasion, appeared 
extremely officious to attend on his 
friend, and the oapt^in was equally a$ 
AOÜcitous to serve hiih, : t£ough from 
motives perfectly sincere. 

Osmond soon found an introduc- 
tion to the oflScers of the regimmt, 
and tlie captain wo& not a little pleased 
at the great attention shewn to hi$ 
relative. 
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Orlando feit a little restraint at first 
in his new Situation ; but as he was 
one who could easily assimilate the 
manners of the Company he was in, 
he soon acquitted himself to great 
advantage, and was complimented by 
the corps, who admired his ease and 
affability, and at the same time assured 
him, that his present dress would soon 
sit as easy on him as on any veteran. 
in the regiment- 



The next day our hero resumed his 
post, and the regiment took theip 
route with a quickened pace, as they 
had only three days march to the 
place of embafkation, and knew not 
how soon they might receive Orders 
to sail. 

Nothing of any coiisequence trans- 
pired until they arrived at the place 
of destkiation in the early part of the 
evening ; and the officers were not a 

Kttle? 
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little delighted on hearing there was 
to be a ball in the town in the course 
of the evening* 

Our hero, at the request of his bro- 
ther officers, accompanied them in a 
lounge through some of the streets, 
at the end of one of which a croud 
was assembled upon some frivolous 
occasion. 

While the officers pushed on, in 
hopes of Clearing a passage, one of 
them exclaimed-— 

" D— -n me, Jack, if there 18 not 
one of the finest women I ever saw™ 
she is a perfect angel, by G— -d l" 

His companions now cast their eyes 
towards the spot— and one of them 
bursting into a laugh, cried--- 



> 




" Look ho w attentive the \>aa%<3*v \a> 






64 BELLGROVE CASTLB ; OK, 

to her, all ! ah ! ah i — Gentlemen off 
that cloth, I see, can stick close to a 
beauty as well as ourselves: thatfs 
right, my bück in black, don't lose 
sight of her for a aiomept !" 

^ At the sound of p&raon, Orlando 
withdrew hi$ attention from another 
qupjter,. and was on. the point of no- 
ticing the object of his comrade's di- 
version, when, the croud suddenly 
dispersing, he was diverted from his 
purpose. 

His relation, Osmond, who had been 
to examine more paiticularly the rea- 
son of the croud, . now came up, and 
with a pale countenance and trera- 
bling limbs requested him to return to 
the inn, as he was taken suddenly ill. 



:< 



The true cause, indeed, of his In- 
disposition was no other than a dis- 
covery of the beautiful Monimia, the 

same 
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same lady the officers were commend- 
ing so highly at the window. 

Osmond saw with the utmost cha- 
grin the whole of his schemes on the 
point of being frustrated ; a circum- 
fctance, which ttirew him into an agt» 
t&ion, and set him upon concerting 
meaoÄ to withdr av the captain entire- 
ly ffom that quarter, in which ap- 
peared the etyect of his alarm. 

The gentleraen, soon öfter their re- 
tard prepared for the aasembly ; and 
Osmond, whose. illness no w was pretty 
well subsided, talked of their ap- 
proaching amusement with the great- 
est gaiety. 

Our hero chose the dress of the pmr 
feasixm he had assunied, and neaHy 
exhibited a very fine person in Ägij 
menta\s. 
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He was rather above the middle sta- 
tine, his limbs were proportioned to 
an exactness, he moved with a grace 
and dignity; his countenance was 
prepossessing to the highest degree, 
iand the features of it moulded with 
the most perfect regularity; he had 
an eye which at once bespoke bene- 
volence and affability ; his address was 
truly captivating, and his manners in- 
sinuating to a very great degree. 

In fine, Captain Bellgrove exhibited 
a model of human perfection, both in 
a bodily and in a mental point of 
view, 

When our hero entered the ball- 
room, - the eyes of the whole Company 
were upon him, and many a female 
heart palpitated with the hopes of be- 
coming his partner. 

Osmond and Orlando soon took 

different 
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difFerent stations in the röom. 

The former joined himself to a party 
of the officers, who were in conver- 
sation about some remarkable objeet 
in the room ; and the latter confined 
hi$ discourse^ for the moment, solely 
to a gentlemän who belonged to the 
regiment, and who had just joined it, 
after leave of absence for a few 
weeks. 



Ourlxero was particularly happy in 
the Company of his neW companion, 
who was, indeed, no other than an 
eld school-feltow, the identical one 
who so nobly ofFered to suffer in his 
stead, and who was altogether a 
youth of a noble, ingenüous, and 
beneyolent heart. 

While Osmond was parading the 
room in search of beauty and attrac- 
tion, his eye encouatered aa obi^s*. 
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which operated like a stroke of elec- 
tricity upon him. 

This was no other than tfy? lovejy, 
Monimiä, e^corted by the doctor and 
a young gentkman of interesting ap- 
pearance, with whom she altern^tely 
beld a conversation. 

* * 

He was neverthrown into Buch a 
state of confusion before. The affaur 
had disconcerted him to the greatest 
degree. His invention was at the 
rack to find out means of preventing 
an interview between Orlando and the 
lady, which wouid at once crush all 
his hopQs and expectations. 

His fioesse, however, soon sug* 
gested a stratagem. ' . 

Knowing that the doctor was cotn- 
pletely disgusted with the fanily, he 
thought the most likely way to oblige 

him 
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him to retire would be to attempt a 
conversation with him. 



With instantaneous effrontery he 
directed his way tb that part of the 
room where Monimia was Standing, 
and Walking up to thedoctor, saluted 
him with an air of rede familiarity, at 
which the latter recoiled and made 
him a very cold reply. 

. . ; • • • )i ■ » » 

• 

At this instant 'Moni mia turned pale 
and troald have fallen to the ground, 
if the yonng gentleman by her side 
had not canght her in his arms. 

This circumstance soon produced a 
commotion in the room, and brought 
a £it>ud abont the perspn iridisposed, 
aiRong whom were oür hero and his 
companion. 



■■"•■ ?■■ - 



V No sooner had Osmond observed 
him approach, thaa V\e ca\*^\.\tf&& *& 
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his arm and endeavoured to divert his 
attention from the croud, saying — 
" It was nothing more than a young 
girl who was troubled with hysterics." 
But the bustle v now moving on to- 
wards the spot they stood in, Or- 
lando caught a glimpse of the ailing 
person,, and immediately recögnised 
the features of his Monimia. 

t X ■ 

1 

He stood upon no ceremony, but, 
fbrcing himself through, accosted the 
doctor with the utmost good-nature ; 
and, turning to the gentleman who 
isupported Monimia, exclaimed — " Al- 
low mc, sir, to relieve you of your, 
t)ffice, if you please." 

■ t ■ 
The gentleman turned rouad with 
an air of surprise, mixed with disdain, 
andreplied — " You mustnot, indeed, 
intrude now ; if you have any busi- 
ness with the lady, choose, I btg, 
anothcr opportunity." 
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■t 



" Business, sir," cried Orlando with 
indignation, " it is the business of 
every one to assist a suffering fe- 
male/' 

A parley now ensued, in which 
much contempt and eyen invective 
was bestowed on both sides. 

In the midst of the scuffle, ' Os 
mond came up, and, pulling Orlando 
suddenly by the arm, rescued him 
from the assault which was about to 
be made on him by a stranger, who 
appeared on the part of Monimia's 
companion. 

Our hero was employed some mi- 
nutes in explaining his conduct to his 
cömpanions ; when, suddenly rushing 
förward to join in Company with his 
distressed fair one, he found she was 
^one, and accompanied by the gen- 
ijemanhe hadjusthadtbea\\e\c^v^v 
with. Ootxotä 
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Osmond still kept close to his rela- 
tive, and was not a little pleased to 
find the parties had quitted the room. 

Our Machiavel now thought it an 
excellent opportunity to give a finish- 
ing close to the business, and, snatch- 
ing his hat, exclaimed at the same 
time --" That, as the State of his 
ceuftin's mind would not permit htm 
to folkw, he would go and give Qr*: 
lando a mimite descriptipn of tüeir 
abode," and hurried immediately out: 
of the room. 

■ i ■ 

4 * / . » » 

The gaiety of the ball-roöm wasr 
much deadened by this event, and it 
was some time befoie the daoce cotti- 
. metaced again. 

• * • * 

The agitation öf our h^ro's mind, 
and his ardeht impatience for the re- 
turn of ösmond, rendered him unfit 
to partake in the amusement around 
him. W* 
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He intimated a wish to Fitzherbert 
to retire, which was consented to, and 
they both betook themselves to an 
adjoining room to discourse over a 
bottle about the incident that had 
happenecL 

Osmond did not return for nearly 
three hours after he left them, and 
Orlando's chagrin was inexpressible 
when he learnt that not the least tid- 
ings were to be gained of the retreat 
of the doctortad Monimia. 

" Deathand fury!" cried the dis- 
appointed lover, " what an opportu- 
«ity have I let slip !" and, darting 
irom his chair, exclaimed— " by Hea- 
vens! if she is within the circle of 
twenty miles I will find her." 

Osmond intreated him to be com- 
posed, observing, u It would be to 
no purpose to seek for her, as he y*as> 
; vol. in. x VdSotbbr^i 



ft 
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informed, just before he came in, that 
the doctor and his d^iughter had de- 
parted, in a chaise and four, ahnest 
immediately after quitting the room, 
and left no notice whatever of the 
route they meant to take. 

■ 

" How singularly unfortunate," 
cried Orlando, (striking his fore- 
head with rage) ; " stupid, insensible 
wretch !" exclaimed he, " to let any 
consideration deprive me of an inter- 
view ! but I thought fem the moment, 
that this town was Monimia's place of 
residence." , 

" He now sat hiraself down in a 
state of agony 'and despair, and at 
length, by the continued importunities 
of his friends, gave up all hopes of 
seeing Monimia, the sight of whom 
had raised in him all the love and ten- 
der sensations he had formerly enter- 

tained, 
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iained, notwithstanding the prejudi- 

• ces report had raised against her. 

Osmond and the young officer tried 
every means to solace their afflicted 

• companion, and the latter reasoned in 
so sensible a way, as served, in some 
measure, to abate the chagrin which 
oppressed him; nevertheless he retired 
to bed in a heayy and dejected 
manner. 

*m> :' In the dead of night Orlando was 
roused by an uncommon noise. 



•* ■ ■ 



*•■ 
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<CHAPTEB I* 



j» 



i ' i 



O 



UR hero was awakened by a voice 
conyeying the sweetest sound, ex- 
ceediiig even melody itself, and which ^ 
repeated Jus name three times in a 
tone, which, to his ear, was exqui- 
site and rävishing. 

It was, as he thought, the voice- of 
his beloved Monimia, and, wlien he 
awoke, he listened with the fondest 
impatience for a repetition of the 
sound. 

He kept in expectation some time, 

' ■ but 



TBS HORÄID SPECTÄE. 77 
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but all was still and silent as the 
tumb. 

Cruelly bereft of this enchanting 
sound, he at length relapsed into a 
*leep, when the same angehe accenti 
arrested his attention > and created in 
his mind the most endearing sensa- 
tions, in the midst of which he awoke 
and found the whole but the Illusion 
of a dream. 

Orlando tried to cojnpose htmself to 
sleep again, in hopes of a repetition 
of the Miss, but in vain ; a croud of 
disconsolate ideas took possession of 
him, and his restlessness increased to 
such a degree, that he started from 
the bed and would have walked about 
the rooni, but the profound darkness 
that then reigned disappointed him. 

. In a fit of restlessness he repaired 
to bed again, where he had xvot Vääxv 

e 3, \^% 
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long before his fancy was engaged in 
a scene of the most blissful and inte* 
resting appearances. 

. The beautiful Monimia appeared* to 
him, but in a woe-worn and disconso- 
late figure. 

Her^countenance was pale and lan- 
guid, aud her looks denoted sorrow 
and inquietude. 

She gazed at him with an air of 
tender reproof. Monimia then ad- 
vanced towards him in an agony and 
agitation, and Orlando stretched forth 
his hands to embrace her. 

At that moment a horrible fiend ap- 
peared and intercepted his design. 

Her shrieks, when the hideoua 

monster grasped her in his horrid 

g fangs, roused Orlando to despera- 



/• 
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tion. He made a furious attyck on 
the invader of his happiness, büt the 
demon was invulnerable. 

On a sudden the clouds began to 
gather, and soon an awful darkness 
ensued, which. entirely obsoured Mo - 
nimia from his sight. 

He üanged about in. a sort of pliren- 
zy, while his ears were assailed with 
the most dismal tones. and howlings. 

Just as Orlando was on the brink of 
despair,. a ray of heavenly light ap- 
peared, which soon after increased to 
a blaze of celestial splendour, and Mo- 
nimia, attired in the riebest robes, 
with a smile of inefFable delight in her 
countenance, approached, and, in a 
tone the most exquisite and tender, 
exclaimed— ' ' Orlando ! my Orlando ! 
reeeive your injured Monimia !" 

% 4 Ot\»xv&ö 
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* 

Orlando Sprung forward with ex- 
tacy, and, unmolested, took her to 

his arms. 

Imtnediately soft music charmed 
their ears, a host of angehe choristers 
surrounded them, and, while they werc 
chaunting the names "of Orlando and 
Monimia, our hero suddenly awoke. 

Orlando lay some time entranced in 
the extaey his dream had occasioned 
him. 

The tender and endearing impressi- 
ons left on his mind produced a heavy 
sigh, and he burst forth into an agony 
of anguish and regret— " She is in- 
nocent ! my Monimia is innocent { 
and, % by all the sacred powers, this 
moment I Avill seek and protect her V 

So saying, Orlando sprang from 

the 
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the bed, hurried on his clothes, and 
flew to OsmoncFs apartment. 

The first tap brought his relation to 
the door, and Orlando was not a little 
surprised on beholding him already 
dressed and seemingly prepared for a 
journey. 



This sudden ^iftd unexpected meet- 
ing threw them both into amazement. 

Osmond explained— " That, hear- 
ing a bustle in the adjoining room, he 
thought Orlando was seized with ill- 
ness, and was at that momeht coming 
to his assistance." 

While Osmond was entering into 
Ulis description, he observed the hurry 
and impetuosity of Orlando's counte- 
nance, respecting which he was febqut 
to enquire, when the latter sudderily. 
exclaimed, with a wiidncss in . his 

- f • ■* - 
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looks, " Osmond, I have Seen Moni- 
mia ! y es, I have beheld her bewitch- 
ing countenance \" 

Osmond recoiled a few steps afc th& 
assertion ; he looked confused ! 

" Prepare, instantly prepare," cony 
tinued Orlando, " to accompany me £ 
I am upon the wing to follow my . ^ti-s : 
gel, and confess the wrengs; I : ^y¥?r 



done her !" 



Osmond knew not how to accou^fe 
for tiiis stränge and disordered coui|- 
tenance of his friend ; but, as if it >vasr 
intended as a message of vengearice 
for his insidious conduct, he feit all 
the confusion a gnilty conscience 
could produce on such an occasion. , 



In a stammering tone he exclaimed 
---" You are not well, sir; pray try 
the effects of another hour's repose." 

The 
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The clock now Struck three. " You 
hear, sir," cried Osmond, " the time 
is yet early, and you stand, in need of 
rest to qualify you for embarkation." 

• 

Just as> they were entering into a 
parley, a bustle and confusion was 
heard below. 

Orlando threw up one of the Win- 
dows, and, by the light of torches, 
could observe a number of people, all' 
flocking in one direction, and in the 
noise and murmur that prevailed, he 
could distinctly hear the sound of 
"fire!" • 

r 

In a lktte time an immense* colümir 
of flame with a cloud of smoke issued 
through the roof of a house; not fär 
off, which, in its present appearance^ 
threatened dreadful ravages.. 

» 

Orlando having recovered from the 
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temporary delirium the dream had oc- 
caaionedy and, ever prompt to ofJ5ce& 
öf humanity, flew to the spot. 

He began making his way through 
the croud, and soon witnessed a scene 
which called fortb his feelings to ren- 
der assistance, however hazardous the 
undertaking. 

In one of the upper rooms appearect 
a lady in imminent danger and dis- 
tress. The flames were making a very 
rapid progress, and threatened, in & 
short time, to demolish the whole 
building, while this unfortunate fe- 
male was screaming in the most af- 
fecting manner for assistance. 

Our hero was overjoyed at the sight 
of a ladder which was reared against 
the house; and while he was eagerly at- 
tempting to approach for the purpose 
of rescuing the lady, ; one of his bro- 

thcr 
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ther offlcers, with admi nable dexterity, 
ascended to the window, and in. his* 
arms bore down the agitated and 
trembling fair one. 

Orlando rushed forward* to salute 
the author of this-gallant exploit, and 
was agreeably surprised. tö find the 
lady's protector no other than the he- 
roic and accomplished Fitzherbert.. 

He had scarce* congratulated the 
lady on her fortunate preservation, 
when the roof of the house feil in and. 
covered the premises with r.uins. 

Such a catastrophe naturally caught 
the immediate attention of all the 
spectators, and our hero did not per- 
ceive, tili he had recommenced his 
discourse with the lacty, that it was 
Julia, his adopted sister at the Castle. 



At the same raoment Julia, reco^- 



.- ^L. 
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nized his features, and instantly ex- 
claimed — " Oh, Heavens ! Mr. Bell- 
grove, your father and mother ! ! !" 

Orlando heard no more, but ffed v 
with the utmost precipitation in search: 
of his parents, and, after running 
about in. various directions, he found> 
they had taken refuge in the very inn. 
where he was quartered. 

Here he discovered them suffering 
under the effects of the alarai. 

The baroness was in a swoon, from- 
which, however, she soon recovered* 
and on sight of Orlando, expressed 
the gteatest jöy and satisfaction. 

The baron also shook his hand witlv 
heart-felt delight. 

They now manifested the strongest 
^ymptöjns of uneasiness about Julia ;. 

but 
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but our hero at once calmed their ap- * 
prehensions by relating what he had 
witnessed but a little time back. 

i 

While he was congratutating his pa- 
rents on their safety, Julia, accompa- 
nied by Fitzherbert, arrived. They 
had been enquiring in maüy places for 
the baron and his lady, tili at last they 
heard of the objects of their pursuit 
being at the inn where the officers 
were quartered.. 

Julia flew to embrace the barones«* 
who, with the baron, received her with* 
the greatest joy. 

He now turned to Fitzherbert, with 
whose interesting person and figure 
he was much charmed«; and, viewang 
him as the preserver o£ his favourite, 
saluted him in terms o§ respect and 
admiration.. 



^\ä 
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The baroness was no less an admirer 
of this noble youth, next to the he- 
roic atchievement he had accom- 
plished ; she saw in him an open and 
ingenuous disposition, .joined to? a 
pleasing and winning afFability ; in 
short, the same happiness of temper 
which made him so resemble her son 
Orlando. 

Fitzherbert was, therefore, receired 
with the most flattering testimonies of 
respecf, and the Company soon after 
■' aät down to a very social breakfast. 

The baron having thoroughly reco- 
vered himself, on a. sudden enquired 
for Osmond, whose absence seemed 
to occasion him a degree of concern, 
and Orlando betrayed something of 
the same nature, when Jhe informed 
his father, that he had seen nothing 
of his cousin since the alarm. 

Xlie 



\ 
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* 

The baron was not at all jasy on 
this> affair. Apprehending Sromething 
serious liad befallen him* he gave im- 
mediate Orders, that the stricte3t.qp"v 
quiry should be made for him through* 
out the town. 

After their repast the? ladie^retired, 
and Fitzherbert, to accomuiod&e hi» 
friend in any private Conference he 
might choose with his father, made 
bis apology, and in a littte time with- 
drew. 

The baron now explained to his 
son the reason of their paying him a 
visit at tlie place of embarkation. 

" Your departure," continued he, 
" had so distressing an effect upon 
your mother, that she grew sick 
and refused all föod, and spent hep 
time in the most solitary, despond- 
ing manner. 



f 
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" Pained to the heart at the melan- 
choly alteration, I suddenly thought 
of the expediert we have adopted, and 
got ready our travelling equipage with 
immediate dispatch. 

" The baroness was astonisftingly 
recovered at my proposal, and ob-? 
served, thatshe should be composed 
after seeing you once more before you 
embarked. 

w 

\ 

It was twelve o'clock when we ar- 
rived, so that we gave up all hopes of 
seeing <yöu then, £,nd retired to bed 
somewhat fatigued with travelling. 

" Before I had well finished my 
first sleep, I was awoke with a com- 
raotion and bustle in the house, and 
the cry of " fire" soon induced us to 
use all preparation we could to es- 
cape. 



a 
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" In the midst of our confusion we 
were speeding to Julia's apartmentj 
when the smoke and vapour increased 
to such a degree, that we were obliged 
to hurry down stairs in the most im- 
minent peril of our lives. 

" The moment we quitted the 
house our apprehensions for Julia 
were revived, and we feltNaU the hor- 
fors of supposing she was become a 
yictim of the devouring flames. 

" Whrle the baroness and I were 
standing in an attitude of torture and 
suspense, some gentlemen came up, 
and by their kind intreaties and assur - 
ances of the lady's safety, persuaded 
us to take refuge in this house." 

¥ 

The baron had just finished hfe 
story when Fitzherbert returned, bear- 
ing a smile on his countenance, and, 
salutingliis friend, exclaimed — 
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" Joy with ine, Bellgrove ! — A re- 
prieve ! a reprieve ! — A friend of min« 
is arrived, and brings wovd from the 
War-office, in which he holds a high 
ancj, lucrative Situation, that we do 
not embark tili the 25th, which you 
know will allow us time to look about 
us before we go. I suppose we shall 
have, in a very little time, official Or- 
der» to that effect. " 

Fitzherbert häd scarcefy spoken 
these words, when a packet arrived, 
fully confirming what he had Justin- 
timated. 

The baron was highly delighted with 
this intelligence ; and, overflowing 
with a desire to communicate it to the 
baroness, that lady, accompanied by 
Julia, entered the room. 

The eyes of the young ensign were 

rivetted on Julia soon as she made 

her appeamnce. This 
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This was, indeed, not at all sur- 
prising ; having just recovered from 
•her alarm, and decorated herseif fo* 
-the day, she appeared an angel in hu- 
man shape* 

Fitzherbert was captivated at the 
sight. Her cheeks, which, duriqg 
the affright, were pale and wan, now 
were ornamented with a fascinating 
bloom— not the force of art, but the 
genuine tinge of nature ! She looked 
all sweetness, and carried with her so . 
bewitching an air, as excited love a»$* 
admiration in the beholder. 

Fitzberbert gazed in raptures ; and, 
when he had feasted his eyes a mo- 
ment or two on berxhanns, with the 
most winning gallantry, congratu- 
lated the ladies on their recovery« 

An agreeable conversätion now took 
place, during which the baron an- 
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nounced to Julia and the baroness, 
Oriando's counter-orders for a few 
days longer. 

The baroness burst into a strain of 
joy on the occasion, and her young 
female fiieiid manifested some very 
lively sensations on the report 

The day was spent in harmony and 
mirth : and, in the course of the even- 
ing, Orlando invited his brother offi- 
cers to supper, which, by the baron's 
>e 4brection, was ordered for their enter- 
tainment. 

The baron and his lady were highly 
pleased with the conviviality that 
passed at this little festival, where 
both wit and sentiment prevailed, un- 
accompanied with any noisy, tumul- 
tuous instances of diversion. 

The ladies received the most polite 

and 
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and flattering attention of the gentle- 
men, who were, indeed, the Ornaments 
of a military life— -characters who 
idolize female charms and attractions, 
but who know how, at the same time, 
to value them with proper respect and 
veneration. 

The time fled too rapidly for our 
travellers ; day after day passed in 
quick succession, and that on which 
the heros were to embark was'ap- 
proaching fast — a circumstance which 
the baron and baroness looked to with * 
concern, and even poor Julia' feit 1 
some sensations of dejeetion at the 
thoughts of it. 

[Our Readers will, very probably, 
antieipate the cause; but lest that, 
indeed, should not be the case, we 
think it proper to acqüaint them, that 
Orlando was not the only person 
whose welfare and happiness she ^ks& 
particularly intetested \xv."\ ^^ 



■A 
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To say the truth, an affair of a very 
tender nature had taken place between 
JuKa and Fitzherbert. 

To the young soldier she was an ir- 
resistible figure, and he had seen 
enough of her mental attractions to 
make a powerful impression on his 
heart. 

Julia, on her part, had feit a par- 
tiaJity for Fitzherbert the first üio- 
ftient she sawhim. 

Mi ' 

1 

This had increased, indeed, into a 
sentiment, or principle, which the 
most subtle sophist would find it dif - 
ficult to distinguish from even love 
itself. 

Thus affected, botli parties found 
those hours the most pleasant which 
were spent in the Company of each 
other. 
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FitzherbertV amiable qualities had- 
gained him a footing in the baron's 
family like one of themselves, and, 
from bis attachment to Julia and re- 
spect to those about her, he became 
a« it were domesticated Avitli them. 

The baron and his lady were pleased 
vnth .this proof of hiä rtspict fbr 
tfceitf, arid they saw with deüight the : 
btotherly sociability bfctween their sön 
and a youth of such' godd qualities 
and attainments as Fitzherbert pos- 
jscßsed. 

• # * ■ ■ 

They at the same time did not con- 
sijjar.his attentioh to Julia in äny ex- 
traoKÜnary light, but looked upon it 
ostfryas \the effusions of common place 
gallantry, for which military getlem^- 
are become so eminent 



. i 



The day preceding that >of our 
htirp'» departure, the twa officers at- 
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tended the baren and his fatnily iit a 
walk about the town, where they 
amused themselves by visiting differ- 
ent shops» in which many littfc arti- 
cles of fancy and Ornament are dia~> 
posed of ; in this manner they enter« 
tained themselves the whole of the 
morning, and,, after tea, Orlando and 
his friend cpndqcted their Company 
to a sort ;of> iqu^cai ffete, which they 
had contrived in a wopd, about a 
nute ot so Cpom the town. ; 



% • 



i 



The spot they had selected wa$ 
highly beautiful and romantic. 

4. 

It was in the centee of a sloping 
wood, where the trees had so intwined 
their branches as to form a pfeashig 
and commodious bdwet. 

Around this happy retreat was 

placed a seat» which afibrded a plea* 

sant relief after the fatigue of ascend* 

iögthehiü. At 
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. At the bottom of the wood a river 
took its winding course, and, by 
serving to increase the echo, rendered 
the . spot admirably adapted for the 
force of fancy and musical effect. 

Our party were in raptures at the 
beauties around them, and when the 
band, which was placed on a tuft of 
grass a small distance from them, 
Struck up, they thought they had ar- 
rived in the regions of enchantment. 

At times, when the music ceased, 
the softness öf the air, the ripling of 
the currebt below, the sporting of the j§ 
fisbes, and the plaintive note of the & 
turtle dove above them — all conspired 
tp exhilarate ajid fascinate the souL 






How auspicious such a season to 

promote the tender passion ! 

• > i ■> ■ • - 

■ . ■ ■» ' - ■ • 4 . • 

m 

Fitfchci-bert and Julia ««te usl *. 



*u 
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dream of delight ! and often did the 
youth »whisper soft accents into her 
ear, to which she listened with a 
timid air, though with inward 'satt*- 
faction and delight. J? ■* r ■ 

The party regaled themaelves inthis 
delioious abode tili near eleven o'clock, 
when they returned.to the inncharmed 
with >the pleasures of their exeürsion^ 
which were, however, somewhät äbat- 
ed by the : Information, that every exn 
ertion had been used to discover Os- 
mond, butiwithöut success. 

In the morning ? the loüd peal öf 
the drum sthick a damp on the spirits 
bfpoor Julia, änd awäkened herto an 
alariÄ laftd apprehensioft which äh6 lit- 
tle dreamed of a few weeks back; 
and Fitzherbett^ jiotwithstanding! the 
courage änd fort jtude natural to hinv 
feit a heaviness on his spirits >vhen it „ 
ralliedJainii, int0»es;<rftlwH4w>:.t^his 
deptäture. As . 



4 
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As the brighte*t summer's day is 
aometimes intermptdd with sudden 
gloonx and darkness, so theheaven of 
yesterday was now succeeded by 
clouds of pensive sorsow and dejeo 

"^ j/j,: , ;.. ■- fe/ 

The baron and baroness were how- 
cver, more composed than at the for- 
mer parting, and took leave with a 
d^gree of firmness that evhiced their 
hopes of a safe return. 

A tear sparkled in Jufo's eye at thfs 
aecond Separation, and she even wen- 
tured to express her regret not only 
fbr Orlando, but also for his friend. 

While the baron and his lady were 
occupied in a parting dialogue with 
their son, the gallant Fitzherbert ex- 
changed a few tender whispers' with 
Julia, and at the same time made her 
a present of his pictüie^ \j\v\da. ^we. 



\ 



« - * 4 t 

■« 
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received with evident pleasure, and 
gave him a look denoting the high 
valueshe should always set üpoii it. 1 i 

Interviews of Separation become thö 
more painful as they are protracted ; 
of this the amiable party, of which 
we have been speaking, were highly 
sensible, > 



• « ■ • 



After a very cordial salute on all 
sides, the young heros repaired to 
their posts, and were soon on board 
the transport appointed to convey 
them to the place of destination. 



CÄKS. 
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CHAPTER V. 



J\*: 



XL day long did the image of 
their 9on occupy the thoughts of the 
haron and his lady, and they jour- 
neyed home to the Castle insensible tt> 
any of the pleasing objects on the 
road, 

Poor Julia participated not a little 
in their sorrow, but it proceeded frota 
an additional motive^ ; * . 

The pleaskig form of Fitzherbert 
hadleft an Impression of tendepiesfc 
on hex mind, and she £oudgre& <sro^ 

74 \5öfcB£> 
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those happy moments she had experi- 
enced in his Company with a mixture 
of deligbt and sadness. 

It was some time after their areivat 
at the castle before the baron and his 
lady could recover their usual cheer- 
fulness* The abseäce of Orlando oc- 
casioned a dullness and insipidity in 
all their entertainments, at the s^ne 
.time the mystcrious and unaccbAnt- 
ßblt behaviour of Osmond assisted, 
not a little, to increase their inquie* 
tude. 

They deliberated day after day 
lipon the motives of his departure, 
and at length gave it up to time to 
develope the cause of a conduct as 
sudden as unexpected» 

/ 
In the mean time Julia found her 
thoughts engrossed splely. on a sab- 
ject whicK she had neither mclinatiou 
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nor power to shake off. Heraffection 
for the gattant yöuth often prompte*! 
her to' survey hi& pieture^a circuiri- 
stance, howeve?, thoughit excited a- 
pleasing Sensation at first, was accom-, 
panied with concern when she recoi- 
lected her Situation with respect- to^ 
Osinonxl. . ; 

Julia found herseif in a case of iro 
srn^ll . p^iple^ity^ : .a»d thenipre she 
gaze4 ,Qix the Portrait thc xpore.^he 
blamed herseif for incautiously raising 
jjretensiona >yh*ch no w strongly , mili- 
tated against every idea in- favour o£. 
Fitzherbert.. 

# i 

One day, as she Tf as payiög he? de- 
votion to the image; of the yoimgy 
SQldiqr^.the baroneß* §ame i*to ; .thd 
room and nearly s^rpviped ; h$t bjeforei 
she could conceal the portrait in her 
hosom, • - " 



^ . i .■ 



SS 5 & ^w- 
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A conversation soori arose and at 
length turned upon their larte excur- 
siön — an incident which soon led to 
the introduction of Orlando's com- 
panion. 

" Don't you think, my deaiy that 
Ensign Fitzherbert is a handsome and 
agreeable man ?* said the baroness. 

" I think, mad&m," replied Julia, 
. • ' that the gentleman is very well * : ; 

" I am very happy," continued the 
baroness, u that my son takes with 
him so valuable a companion, and 
«Jiall rejoice at the opportunity of re- 
minding so amiable a youth of his 
goodness when he arrives in England« 

* 

I hope Orlando will not fail to bring 
him with him oh his return." 

Julians heart fiuttered when shö 
heard this declaration, and she ex- 

claimed, 
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claimed, with an artleaü and innöcent 
satisfoction — " Dear me inadam, wc 
shall all bc happy to sec Mr. Fitzher- 

bert again V * \. ..; - 

■■ •► .' 

The baroness uow had gained her 
point 






She fonnd herseif not mist^ken in 
the opinion she had fbrmed, thatHPu^ 
lia entertained a predilection for thfc 
young sokßer. 



t: . ■ 'Wl 



This discovery at any other tirtifc 
would have disconcerted that lady ; in 
no small degree, as frustratmg the fa- 
vourite plan and wish of both the ba- 
ron and herseif. 

In the present case, however;- thi 
baroness feit no great alarm, as she 
knew time and absence were, in ge- 
nerale an efFectual eure to sudden im- 
pressions. 

t 6 KborcX 
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About a month after the family. had 
afrived at the castle, Osmond made 
his appearance, and was received by 
the baron and his lady with a mixtur* 
of surprise and satisfaction. 

- '■ , • • ..*. . 

Their constemation -at his extraop-; 
dinary absence had urged them even 
£o seöjdfa; messe jiger to. Horrordale, 
who was informed by ope of the sei> 
vapte, that Osmond had not been at 
harne for some time. Since that pe- 
riod they had given the matter up as 
Strange afld inexplicable y of eourse his 
Bow. UHexpected appearance created 
a^ditional astonishment, . and filled 
them with a desire to know the cause. 
At the same time the baron exclaimed 

- -" Osmond, your absence cast a 
damp oxx out visit to Oriando." 

« 
" Your visit to Orlando, sir," 

cried Osmond, with surprise, " I 

never understood you intended any 

such thing. NoÜiing could have in- 
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duced.me to foregö the pkaanre a$ 
paying myrespects to you, fead l 
been aware äf such an eyc^t." ; ,, fi 






Henow describedthe eircumstanoe . 
which so cruelly disappointed hira in 
bis intehtion of accompanyhig .Gin 
lando oa board. ..... , . i' . i 

■ ' ' ■ - i '.i.i 

■r m 

tc Just as I was in pursuit öf Oy* 
kndo, whom I had lost in the eonfu^ 
sion which attended the .fire, I wai 
accosted by a stranger, who eaid ifly 
friend ,wa& retumed home and w&ittcj 
for my arrival. I immediately accötn>* 
panied the messenger through a lane, 
which he described as the nearest.^ay 
to the inn ; but had fecarcely pro:- 
ceeded half way when t$ree<stou£ fek 
lows seized me, and, putting a gag ijv 
my mouth r conveyedme.cn boäiJd a 
boat, which. was immediately. ro?wed 
to a place at some miles distant ; af- 
*er detaining me several days I wq$ 
jpermitted to depait, t\\t i^\ä\*ahs«>% 
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the precaütion of puttrog a bandage 
across my eycs ; they then defivered 
me to a guide, who conducted me tQ 
a certain spot, and, restoring me to 
sight, left me, but not without threat- 
ening the most dreadful vengeancc 
should I offer to look back. I walked 
to the next town in the greatest alarm, 
where I procured a chaise upon repre- 
senting my Situation in life, and p*o- 
ceeded to Horrordale; on my arrival 
I w?s apprised of the messenger 
you had sent — a circumstance whicl} 
prompted me immediately to pay you 
a visit." 

" Gracious Providence !" exclaimed 
the baron and baroness, " what a mi* 
raculous escape !*' 

They now cöngratulated Osmond 

with all the iiveliness and zeal as if 

^ they had received him from the grave, 

and this insidious schemer found that 

he 



/:.'- 



he had hit upon a right plan to estab- 
lish an ascendency in the family. 

* 

Therc was not, inde6d, a word of 
truth in the whole of Osmond's narra- 
tion. 

Thefact was, in seeking Orlando he 
eneountered the presence of the baron 
-*-a circumstance that appeared so 
unerfpected and exträcfrdinary, as in- 
duced him te suppose a developement 
of his treaebery had ftaken place. 
This opinion operated so powerfully, 
as prompted him fco a preeipitate re- 
treat, and r liktwise imduced him to 
keep in a state of privacy tili he was 
fully convmced Orlando had left 
England. 
.' - • * 

Infiuenced by such views, he hesi- 
tated not a moment, and trusted to 
his ingenuity to account to the barem 
för his sudden and abrupt behaviour. > 



■ i 



* 
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- We have noticöd the eve&t,; and havet 
still fucther to jadd,: that this artfultd& 
, rendered Jiim a greater favourite than 
ev.er with thebagpn ao4 bis,.ladjkj-j 

Elated with his good fortune, Qs-* 
mond levelled all his insinuation and 
address at Julia, . fpr the» purposp: of 
becoming master, of her affpetions,, 
and persuaded hfips^lf tkat fo? fchould 
eventually be sjuKjcgssfW*, thouglv his 
present at^empts wer§ »Qt receivedl 
Avith th^t ar<Joür )Ke expecteti. 



1 -" f '. 



Poor Julia oould not .endure this; 

perseeution röthout; .-nuUh:' chagrin 

and une&siness.. ■'.';■ ■ . » 

. . . ■■: ■ . . ■ • ..- ..■•> - ■ r 

Osmond T s fmportunities we*e n©w 
more disgusting to her than ever, and 
yet, consciouar o£ the wishes of: her 
benefactors- «he struggledto make 
them agreeable to her; but, in this 
case > she was a poo£ hypocrite, . Both 
- ,/ tha 



\ 
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the barem aod barones* cobkl percefre 
a visible eonstrault in her dejpörtniä&t 

. • : • ■ • . j • ■ ? ; i t // * » « ' 

, Eof a oonsklerable while wafe JuKii 
tortured with contendipg resoHttioiis 
otf the subjeet ; it Vas a struggte Uo- 
Iween love and duty. 

The baron and baroness on every 
occasiön fevöured the strtt of Osmtind, 
while their amiable charge bestowed 
her whole thoughts upon Fitzberbert/ 

Ät tengtli their repeated solicita- 
tions, and the many insinuating stra- 
tagems practised upon her by the per- 
fidious Osmond, staggered her alle- 
giance to the heroie youthj and; in 
an irresolute and undetermined man- 
ner, she consented to listen to the 
proposals of Osmond. ■' 

• * 

''' The baron and bafönesv -^«»'ftÄ- 
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■ 

lighted with this acquiescence, and, 
during a conversation $ome time a£- 
ter, they even hinted at a day to 
crown their hopes, which Julia lis- 
tened to in a way that they conadereä 
as silent approbation, and solaced 
themaelves accordingly with the idea 
that she would shortly become the 
happy bride of Osmond. 

Jp the roean time the lovely maiden 
became a prey tp the most uneasy 
sensations, and, in secret, indulged a 
melancholy highly injurious to her 
health ; in a, few weeks she was visibly 
alte red, and her whole appearance 
became languid and declining. 

During: the struggle which Julia 
endured between love and duty, she 
would often repaijj^to the cabinet 
which contained Fitzherbert's picture, 
and every time she gazed on it she 
thought it. sj$0ie reproof and admo- 
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«jfih£d her ^igauist the icontract tut 
was about to engage in ; ä sigh of t** 
gret always attended her meditations, 
and she would retire firom the object 
af her contenrpiaiion with a beut 
fftuiy tcf bunst with mhow and) vexai 
tion. ',<••, 

Julians declining stete älanried the 
baroness, who conjured her to dmilge 
the cause, but the former was re- 
served a**d evaded all curiosity by 
giving a different tum to the dis- 
course whenever-it was introduced. . 



• *. 



. The haron, hurt at the unfavoun- 
able alteration in bis fswourite, stu- 
died many plan* for her relief ; at last 
he thought the air of Bath and the 
liveliness of the place would .not a 
little contribut^ Howards it, and in a 
copfe^ewe with his lady, which toofc 
place inun$diately on the Suggestion* 

f 

r,it 

«fr •* 4 
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tbe following day was appoiWd ^ 
their departure foa tfeat place. / 



>.. * I». 



r Julia, in the midst of her uneasi- 
nessy would often cäst a, thought an 
her friend Monhnia, whom she löved 
sincerely, nor was it possible for any 
rumour, however degrading, todimi- 
ui»h in the leaat the eateem she held 
for her. 

• ..'■■'■' •■ * 

A tear ftll from her when she re- 
ftected 4>n the coid Separation of an 
amiable pair, whose kindred souls be- 
tokened them born for each other, 
and who,. in her opinion, were made 
the sport and victims of some tsea* 
cheroua caluxnniator, . : ■ . though she 
knew not on who*i to fix. the Impu- 
tation. 



. i 



The endeating hours Julia had 
spönfcat the vicarage, would often is- 
dit to her mind, and as she ranged 

4 
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the solitary walks aböut the Castle, 
she sighed fbr the society of \Mo- 
nimia. .■■: •■■• r. 



• • • i 



< 
i ■ 



At no period would weh an acqui- 
situm ijeen more agreeäbte, <ä» she had 
110 friend no*tf tö^chom shiö cbuld iiA- 
part ilhe angui&li öf » hfcfr ^feart. ■ 

. The baroness, who was the üsuäl 
repository of her particular concerns, 
could not bc «onsulted- to imtigate an 
afikir she wasdeeidedty in flavoi>r x>£ 

• 

i ■ 

Julia sighe&'hi Vairi föf her ftüenft, 

whose Situation was involveÜ hi such 

k obscurity $nd uncertainty, as pre- 

cluded evttiy ^hope. öf an aniioable res* 

■ « ■ • • > * 

, toration; • • -j .' > - - 

» ■;.; /• 'jwl ' -"•• .-■■■■/ -< ; v* 
In the meaii Cime Osmond'ites .at a 
' Ioss to aecount for the sudden change 
m Julia just ät the»pcmodio£.his hap- 
pmeB$i 'and- hi»; ixiwd teOTÖfc^ ^»^ 
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turbed with the äpprehensions of 
losing her fo? em ; in short, cVery in- 
terview seemed to threaten a moU 
cruel disappointment to his wishes. 



• r j ...» 



He % however, exerted every assidu- 
ity to divert her dejefction, which, in 
addition to their intended change of 
Situation, he hoped would in time re- 

3toxe f her« 

i 

At the same time he was not a little 
pleased with tht thoughts of accom- 
panying a person of Julia's prepossess- 
ing appearance to a pla$e of fashion- 
able resort 

It fed his vanity considerably to 
exhibit himself as the prbtector of one 
whose bewitching figure he knew 
every body must admire. 

He found himself, thercfore, im« 
patient for the arrtval of the day that 
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would make him the happy man he so 
much wished to become. 



They immediately prepared for their 
departure, and after a journey of three 
days arrived at that delightful city. 

The air of Bath and the diversions 
of the place at length produced that 
effect on Julia which they anxiousiy 
hoped for ; she recovered her Woom, 
he* natural flow of spirits returned, 
and she appeared in the eyes of her 
friends tobe on the eve of restoratmn, 

The baron rejoiced to find his Ju- 
lia the same happy companion as for- 
merly, and, with her return to health, 
reyivfcd hia hopes of herUibkm wkh 
Gsmond. i 



i 



.-/ -•. i- 



cäk». 
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, FEW weeks after tbeir arrival 
they paid a vi$it to the rooms, and 

■ 

Ormond took particular care to be as 
attentive to Julia as possible. 

The eyes of all the Company jfrere 
fixed on her at her entran.ee. 



. i 



Osraond trhimphed in this flatter- 
ing preference shewn his fair compa-* 
nion, though he secretly determined 
to frustrate every advance made to 
her, and it was not long before his 
Jealousy was put to «to the test. 
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Ämongst the number of beaux that 
flocked about Julia, there was one 
that toök particular pains to: make 
himself observcd by her ; as shö 
passed he directed a fixed and expres- 
sive look at her, and, turning sud* 
jäenly round, endeavoured to get as 
near as he could to her; and, just as 
Osmond was directing his discourse to 
the baron and baroness in a leaning 
attitude, this gentleman made an at- 
tempt to supplant him in bis Situation 
— a circumstance which at once con- 
vinced Osmond of the nature of his 
•design, and the latter began to pre- 
pare measures to disappoint him. 

Julia had noticed the stranger's re- 
markable behaviour, and was not ig- 
norant of the interest Osmond had 
taken in the afFair. 

To avoid any dispute, therefore, 
she took a seat between the baiow^xA. 

VO£. III. g \ä& 
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hi$ lady, who had retirtd täfanother 

<■ '«■ 

part of the room. Just at tüiis period 
it happened that the baron rose to pay 
his jespects to an acquaintance who 
unexpectedly came up, and the stran- 
ger watching the opportunity, imme- 
diately placed himself in the chain 

Osmond, who kept an attentive eye 
upon him, could no longer refrain 
from reprimanding him for his rüde- 
ness,- to which the other made no re- 
ply, but began to talk in a very fami- 
liär and disgusting strain tö Julia. 

Osmond in piain terms now told 
him to quit the room, upon which the 
stranger started »up and attempted to 
seize him by the collan 

The place was now all in confusion. 
Julia fainted — the baron and baroncss 
were alarmed to a great degree, and 
were led out of the roojn in a state of 

d\smay 
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dismay — while Osmond and his anta- 
gonist stole äway to bring their dis- 
pute to an honourable decision. 

The baron and his lady with Julia, 
who were not recovered tili after va- 
rious assiduities, returned home af- 
fected with the most uneasy apprehen- 
»ions respecting Osmond. 

He dispatched messengers in many 
different directions, but they all re- 
turned without any other intelligence, 
than that the two disputants were seen 
to quit the town, accompanied each 
by a friend. 

The baron was now confirmed in his 
opdnion, and endeavoured to prepare 
himself for some calamitous event. 

. While the family were broöding ön 
the probable melancholy effects of the 
altercation, they were a^mtäi sä O*- 
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jnond's arrival, and soon beheld him 
in a Situation that shocked thera to a 
very great degree. He lay stretched 
on a litter, and in that State was con- 
veyed bleeding into the house. 

The baroness fainted and Julia gavc 
a piercing shriek, while the baron feit 
an indisposition at the sight whicb he 
was hardly able to sustain. 

The wounded Osmond was now 
cönveyed to his Chamber, while they 
.ordered instantly the mo&t eminent 
assistance. 

In a little time two surgeons of the 
first . distinction roade their appear- 
ance, who pronounced the injury t$ 
be of uncertain tendency. 



Osmond in his dangerous Situation 
received unremitting attention from 
the family he resided with. 
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The baron was continually by hi* 
bed sickf, and his amiable lady and* 
Julia assisted as his nurses with the 
most unwearied care and anxiety. * 

For several days the case appeared 
critical and dubious; at length more 
favourable Symptoms succeeded, and 
in a littie time he bid fair to regaia 
his former vigour. 

Julia's constant attenctance on Os- 
mond assisted not a little towards his- 
recovery. She was, indeed, highly 
interested in such an event, as on her» 
account he had hazarded his life — a 
circumstance which, more than ääy 
thing that had yet occurred,' induced 
her to cast a favourable eye upon« 
him.. 

One day, as she was standing by 
his bed side, Osmond hinted how 

g 3 h&^Yj 
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happy he should be could he requite 
her for all hex pains and tendtrness. 

" Do, my dear Julia," contiftued 
he, " promise nie your heart and then 
nothing can exceed my happiness." 

Julia blushed and said, " She 
wished him much happier than his 
present State rendered him." 

. Osmond in nurit accents urged his 
request ; and Julia, pitying his feeble 
State, thought it not prudent to give 
a direct denial to his importunities* 

The baron and baroness watched 
the Symptoms of Osmond's malady 
with daily care and solicitude, tili at 
length, to their unspeakable satisfac- 
tion, thcy beheld him so much reco- 
vered, that the foliowing day was ap- 
pointed for an airing. 
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They retired to rest thinking on 
the pleasure the excursion would af- 
ford them ; but were called up in the 
night with information that Osmond 
had experienced a relapse and lay in 
momentäry danger of his life. 

The baron repaired to his Chamber 
and fouiid him just recovering fram 
a fit; immediate assistance was sent 
foF, and when the physicians arrivedi 
they pronounced that he could not 
live thore than three hours* 

> 

The house was now in a State of 
general alarm ; the baroness and Julia 
came with speedy steps into the apart- 
ment, expecting to witness Osmond's 
expiring moments; but when they 
approached the bed, they considered 
their attempt as vain, when they saw 
him lay in a State of insensibility, ap- 
parently a corpse. 

G 4 "^^ä 
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For souie time they watqhed hiin 
in a State of the most anxious suspense» 
At length, to their surprise, he lan- 
guidly opened his eyes and appeared 
to move, and, after a short interval, 
ejaculated — " O Julia !" 

- Osmond struggled to pröceed, but 
found himself incapable of so doing, 
and the Company present,- observing 
that their presence ouly incited him 
to efforts which he was too weak and 
feeble to perform, left him and retired 
to their respective apartments* 

In the morning the baron and baro- 
ftess, with Julia, repaired to his Cham- 
ber with the expectation of beholding 
him in the most languishing State, 
but were agreeäbly surprised at finding 
the balance in his favour. 

He was disposed to enter into a 
conversation with his friends, but the 

^hysi- 
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physicians forbade such an attempt 
tili he was a little stronger, atthe same 
time. ad vised that he should be kept 
still and not be interrupted with Visits, , 
but such as were after long intervals. . 

In the course^of a day or two Os- - 
niond had gained so much advantage 
over his illness, as to be able to con- 
verse a little, though, in feeble ac-> 
cents. . 

His Situation,. however r appeared ; 
to hi$ frieüdß as very critical, and 
they had not the most sanguine hopes f .. 
jof his recovery. * ■ ■ 

A day or two afterwardsj as the 
baron and baroness were sitting by. 
his bed side* • they observed au earriest- 
ness in his looks a». though he wished, 
to communicate some interesting ! and? 
solemnevent; lipon whkli they bothx 
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used every flattering intreaty to en- 
courage him to impart it. 

Osmond, in a sort pf gasp, articu- 
lated— " Julia !" 

The baroness instantly flew in search 
of her, and they both attended with 
the persuasion of witnessing Osmond's 
dying moments, 

This interview being considered as 
the last, the attendants of the roonv 
were ordered to Mdthdraw, and the 
friends of Osmond ranged themselves 
in solemn expectation of what was 
soon to take place. 

Osmond theii, in a voice hardly to» 
be understood, intreated Julia to pity 
him in his last moments and to allow 
him to hppe, before he expired^ that 
he possessed her affections. 



^x&a. . 
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Julia knew not what to say ; at 
length her cqmpassion. for one who. 
had sacrificed his life in her behalf, 
together with the expressive impor- 
tuning. looks of the baron and baro- 
ness, urged her to a reply somewhat 
favourable to his wishes*. x 

" Believe me," cried the almost ex~ 
haust ed Osmond, " believe me Julia r 
your image is perpetually in my 
thoughts — the approach of death ha$ 
not a pang equal to the idea of part- 
ing with yöu." 



Here his utterance beeame impeded 
and he appeared to labour between lifq 
and death' to continue his discourse^ 

Julia was all this while overpoweredc 
with concern and regret». 



Osmond proceeded — " I feel death 

advancing with quicV^ a^\cA.OEi v ^ ' 

g 6 \kaX- 
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that I could bave one wish gratified, 
and then I could die happy !" . 

The baroness repeatedly urged hin* 
to name his request. 

He now tried all his exertions ta 
speak, and, placing his cold and 
trembling band in Julia's, exclaimed 
— " Say, adorable Julia ! will you. 
consent, before the vital spark is fled, 
to call yourself mine ? 

" Shall the priest attend, while I. 
have power to articulate the cere- 
mony, and unite us in indissoluble 
bands ? I have only to hear you pro- 
nounce the solemn words, and then I 
die refrigned and happy !" 

He now sunk upo» his pillow ex- 
haustecL 

In the mean time t\\e baron and 
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baroness used intreaties, vrith tears ku 
their cyes, that Julia would .favour. 
the dying maa's request* 

The lovely maiden, overcome. with "-. 
pity and grief, and moved not a little 
with the solemnity of the scene, a& 
length, in a hesitating tone and faul- 
tering accents, uttered something like. 
a consent. 

The baroness caught the fortunate- 
inoment and immediately gave Orders 
for the attendance of a proctor, who 
in a few days procured a special, 
licence. 

In the mean time Osmond had ac- 
quired some little strength and exhi- 
bited daily much impatience for the 
Performance -of the ceremony which 
was to rnake him happy. 

At length every ^te\ftX9&ft?v ^^ 
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completed for this purpose, and the 
appearance of the clergyman was a 
complete evidence, that Julia had at 
last favoured his request.. 

A beam of joy sparkled in his coun- 
tenance, and he appeared revived in 
a wonderful degree- 

The* minister, howeveiy advisecf 
some short delay, that the sick man 
might collect sufficient strength to 
answer the responses. 

m 

An hour had elapsed when Osmoncf 
made signs that he was prepared and 
wished to begin the undertaking. 

The parties all drew near, and just 
as the clergyman was about to com- 
mence the ceremony, a sudden con- 
vulsion seized Osmond; he started 
with a look of horror, and sunk on 
his pfflow ; then, o^exvm^ \ä& e^es^ 
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he began raving in the most frantic 
manner-—" Avaunt, thou dreadful 
spectre !— remove from my sight that 
ghastly countenance l— -that bleeding 
breast and Woody dagger ! !"— -and 
then feil back iu a trance. 

The Company present were all 
amazement— a dread an3 consterna- 
tion seized them all on such an extia- 
ordinary event. 

The baron and the ladies gazed oa 
every part of the room, but could 
discern no form. 

" It is, I have no doubt,", cried the 
clergyman, " a distempered brain 
that causes these chimeras. We had 
better retire." 

The ladies were about to obey the 
injunction, when Osmond suddewbj 
revived and complamed o£ ^gfiÄvae» 
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but earnestly intreated that the cer6*- 
mony might not be delayecL 

Theywere about to acquiesce,* and 
the minister stood prepared with his 
book, when Osmond was attacked; 
with a second fit, more violent : than . 
the first. 

His whole frame shook— his- eyes> 
appeared starting from their sockets- 
— his teeth chattered — and his coun- 
tenance exhibited terror and dismay ! 
— -At length he shrieked---" Look ! 
— it advances ! *— see its bloody and 
terrific form! — O, earth, lüde me 
from its attacki" 

• 

He now feil back, and, . as if dread^ 
ing to look up, in a frantic manner ; 
covered himself over with the clothes.. 

The Company present retired, nota 
Utile d/sconcerted at 'wh&t W\ W^ 
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pened, but under the füllest convio 
tion tl^at Osmond s disorder had af- 
fected his brain* 

The baron and his lady, however, 
thought it not a little Singular, that 
the paroxisms should cpme on just at 
the crisis of his marriage, It was an 
affair that engaged them a long time 
in a very serious discourse ; still they 
were unable to establish in their minds 
any fixed opinion concerning it. 

r 

The affair, however, made that Im- 
pression on the mind of the baron, 
that he was determined, the first pru- 
dent opportunity, to discourse with 
Osmond on so surprising an event. 

A The same ciTCumstance which had 
so disturbed the baron and baroness 
operated, in «ome measure, as a relieC 
to Julia. 



^*; 
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She was, it is true r not a little dis- 
concerted at the stränge conduct of 
Osmond ; but it had released her 
from an engagement which her heart 
had, more than once, upbraided her 
for. 

The hnage of Fitzherbert would 
steälinto her mind at intervals, and 
though she had not pledged herseif in 
any solemn asseveration to him, she 
could not justify herseif in becoming 
Osmond's wife whilst the least predi- 
lection remained In her breast for 
another. 

The next visit the baren and his 
lady made to Osmond, they found him 
altered for the better; his delirium 
had left him, and he appeared some- 
what calm and composed* 

Osmond, however, was not dis- 
posed for conversation ; he appeared 

^lootny 
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gloomy and reserved, and answered 
his kind relatives with a petulance 
that nothing but his Indisposition 
could have excused. 

When Julia appeared his eyes as- 
sumed an unusual brightness; he 
looked at her with an excess of ad- 
miration, and exhibited something of 
a fierceness, which occasioned alarm 
to Julia. 

He, however, was quitesilent as to 
the ceremony he had been so impor- 
tunate and solrcitous about ; said very 
little to Julia ; but there was an inex- 
pressible wildness about him when he 
gazed on her, that denoted she was 
the inost predominant object of his 
thoughts. 

• 

In process of time Osmond acquired 
sufficient strength to walk about in 
bis Chamber ; and one day, when tV» 
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baron was making towards his room y 
he was surprised with something like 
the sound of two voices in his apart- 
ment. 

The baron paused, and still thoughf 
he heard Osmond in Conference 
with a second person» This affair 
puzzled him, as he knew he had 
formed no acquaintance, of any sor V 
since his arrival at Bath» 

The baron stood deliberaiing, whe- 
ther to proceed or return ; at lengtH 
he resolved upon gratifying his curi^ 
osity, and, opening the door, found 
bim Walking to and fto in a.musing; 
attitude. ; 

'* I was hesitating," cried the tta-* 
ron to Osmond, " whether I should* 
intexrugt your conversation.? 

«Shr 



> % - 



* . 
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" Sir !" exclaimed the latter, with 
X look of surprise. 

" I thought you had Company with 
you," continued the baron. 

" Iam astonished at this remark," 
replied Osmond; " for, believe me, 
there has np living creature been in 
this room within the last hour besides 
my^elf." 

He now sat himself down in great 
discomposure, which the baron attri- 
buted to the exercise he had used as 
well as to the conversation they were 
#ngaged in ; he, therefore, advised him 
not to exert himself tpo much and to 
spare himself as much as possible in 
;the latter point of yiew. The baron 
then withheld his discourse and took 
j3i turn to the window, where he 
.amused himself with the different ob- 
jecto in view. 



ts^ 
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As he was standing at the windöw 
he saw a person busy in making en- 
quiries of different people as he passed, 
at last distii\guished the name of Os- 
mond in the conversation, upon which 
the baron, without hinting a word öf 
the matter, left the room and went in 
search of the enquirer ; upon Coming 
up with him, the baron informed him 
that he would conduct him to the 
person he wanted, and, stretching 
out his hand, ofFered to deliver the 
letter ; but the bearer, in a rough 
tone, said, " He would trust it out 
of his hands to no one." 

The baron was almost ofFended with 
his rudeness ; but, taking a closer 
view of his physiognomy, he was not 
rauch surprised at his behavioun 

The messenger had a dark and 
gloomy countenance, and a ferocity 
in his looks that disgusted him, who 
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thought he had never beheld so for- 
w bidding and aspect. 

The fellow soon found his way to 
Osmend's Apartment, with whom he 
continued some time, and then took 
his departure in haste and precipi- 
t&tion. 

The baTon, with some degree of 
apprefhension, betook himself to Os- 
mond's Chamber, supposing that some 
serious affair had happened, and hinted 
his fears in expectation of being in- 
formed the particulars ; but the latter 
was quite reserved, and expressed no 
more than— -" That urgent business 
required his presence at Horrordale." 

The baron advised liim, if possible, 

jto postpone his journey, alluding at 

the same time to his infirm State ; but 

he was not one of4hose who readily 

gare up a pokit ; he was inftadVta. va. 



> 
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any thing that his mind was intent 

• 

upon, and, therefore, persisted in tel- 
ling the baron, " He could not, on 
any account, dispense with the sum* 
mons he had received from Horror- 
dale. ,? 

The baron was rather piqued at 
the sullenness of his nephew. He 
thought himself entitled to a share of 
his confidence ; but the latter main- 
tained such seerecy and mystery iot 
his conduct, as though he thought x 
his friends unworthy to be trusted 
with any part of his affairs. 

This instance of coldness in parti- 
kular äppeared as no little proof of his 
indifference to the family; and the 
baron, more than once, thought he 
*had unworthily bestowed his regard. ^ 

The baroness, when she was in- 
formed of the matter, ;sigl?ed at the 
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thought of his ingratitude, and was 
exceedingly chagrined when shft re- 
flected, that afFection for her departed 
sister had produced a concern subver- 
sive of their peace. 

The baren and his family did not 
xeside long at Bath after the depar- 
ture of Osmond ; nor did they regret 
at all the leaving a place where they 
had witnessed such stränge x and dis- 
agreeable events. 

The baron likewise found it expe- 
dient to take his departure suddenly, 
from a circumstance which had occa- 
sioncd an unpleasant check upon their 
amusement 

In the sarae house resided a gentle- 
ian who had been remarked for be- 
stowing particular notice on Julia, 
■though he had not, as yet, expressed 

VOL. III. • H *X£J 
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any thing more than a civil compli- 
ment to her. 



No sooner, however, had Osmonfl 
departed, than Mr. -O'Shillingham be- 
came very assiduous in his advances. 

This -modest gentleman had con- 
'trived .to insinuate himself into the 
foaron's notice, and had once or twice 
drank tea with the party, so that he 
now thought himself entitled to the 
common freedoms of the family, and 
was determined to make the best use 
of his time under such advantages. 

* TJnfortunately for ^ShillingTiam, 
he was destitute of those personal ad- 
vantages which many of Hibernian 
^xtract pride themselves upon, and 
was, indeed, arnan of a very disgust- 
ing visage, such as denoted great 
haughtiness and inhumanity. He, 
however, could assume every C9ür- 
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teous grace and accent when they 
promised success to kis designs. 

Julia feit a great aversion to this 
adventurer at the first, and now that 
she became incessantly teased with 
bis importunities she downright hated 
him. He, however, was not of ä 
sehool to be daunted by a few re- 
buffs, but increased in his addresses 
to her. 

'O'Shtllingham, notwithstanding the 
coldness he perceived, became quite 
easy and familiär in the family. In- 
deed, gentlemen of this description 
have a wonderful facility in appropri- 
ating the substance and advantages 
of others to their own account; or, 
m other words, making themselves 
quite at home every where. 

He resorted to the baron's apart- 
ments when ever he choae \ *&&. toro^v 

h 2 ^ 
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at his table at almost every meal; 
assumed the dictatorship in every dis- 
course, and even attempted to direct 
the baron's domestic arrangements. 

To such a lengtli did he carry his 
freedomSj.and that in so short a tiine, 
that the baron found it highly exp6- 
dient to shake ofF the effrontery of 
this bold infcruder ; and when he re- 
flected on O'Shillingham's unceaaing 
overtures to Julia, he thought it no 
longer safe to be under the same roof 
with him. 

.; The baron had almost from theit 
first intimacy imbibed a very unfa- 
vourable idea of his disposition. 

This arose from a circumstance 
which took place one day in their 
walks; O'Shillingham usually kept 
about him a beautiful little spaniel, 

which 
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which would fawningly attempt to 
follow him in all his excursions : It 
happened however, once, that he 
, shewed a great dislike to the animars 
inclination in this respect, and drove 
him back in anger ; the fond creature 
sneeked reluctantly away ; but his at- 
tachment to his master was such, 
that, after a little time, he returned 
and renewed his caresses ; this act of 
disobedience so enraged the unfeeling 
O'Shillingham, that he flew to him in 
a rage, and, fastening a string with a 
stone about his neck, proceeded to 
throw him into a brook close by. 

The baron and baroness intreated 
him to forbear, and Julia even im- 
plored him to spare the faithful little 
creature ; but the remorsekss tyrant 
was inexorable ; and, uttering a curs^ 
consigned the unfortunate viqtim to $ 
waterygrave. 

h 3 "V^ä&ä.-, 
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Julia shuddered at the action, and 
her foster parents conceived no good 
opinion of a man so void of feeüng 
and humanity. 

It was no small satisfaction to the 
baron, in the midst of his apprehen- 
sions, to hear Mr. O'Shillingham an- 
nounce his intention of visiting a 
friend of his* a few miles off, at whose 
house he nieant to reside a day of 
two. 

Instantly the baron resolved on 
measures accordingly, and secretly 
intimated to his family, that he should 
take his departure the same day. 

Great secrecy was observed on the 
part of him and his family, so that 
O'Shillingham took his leave, appa- 
rently without an idea of their inten- 
tion ; and the former a few hours after 
set out, as was reported, for Tun- 
bridge Wells. The 
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Tlie privacy with which this jour- 
ney was conducted, and the caution 
the baron used in all his arrangements 
to evade pursuit, assisted consider- 
äbly to relieve his mind ; so that when* 
they had travelled a few miles on the 
road, both the baroness and himself 
were nearly freed from th^ir apprehen- - 
sions. 

• « 

At a certain distance he ordered the* 
drivers to strike into a road that de vi- * 
ated ä great deal from that they were 
pursuing, and in the course of the: 
day they had proceeded many miles 
from the track they reported to be- 
their intended route. 

The föllowing dajr they continued' • 
their journey, and were not a little 
pleased with having met with no in- 
terruption on the road. At the close 
of the däy they were within a few 
miles of their destination; and the 

h 4 \äwdl 
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baron was entertaining the ladies with 
many cliverting anecdotes, such as 
suited the State of the e venin g, which 
was now become nearly dark, or ra- 
ther darkness visible, 

The baron at this time directed the 
drivers to use speed, and was about 
to recommence some lively discourse, 
when three or four horsemen rode fu- 
riously up to the carriage and ordered 
the chaise boys not to proceed, ob- 
serving at the same time, that their 
refusing to comply would be at the 
risk of their lives. They then opened 
the door of the coach, when the ba- 
ron, taking them for robbers, in- 
stantly offered them his watch and 
money. 

i • 
• * * > • 

JuKa ghrieked, and the baroness in- 
treated that the assailants would do 
them no violence, t>fl(;ering her purse 
at the same time; but plimder was 

nof i. 
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Ktot thteir object ; they spurned at both 
the offers, and, seizing Julia, with 
violeate bore her off, regardless of 
the cnek and supplications of the 
compflpy she was in. Having ef- 
fected this, they presented pistols at 
the drivers and told them to go off 
at füll speed. 

Nothing cöuld exceed the affliction 
of the baron and his lady at this 
alarming outrage ; they proceeded in 
the deepest dejection the few miles 
left of their journey to Tunbridge 
Wells ; at the same time suffering the 
mos.t dreadful apprehensions concern- 
ing the fate of Julia. 

The baron, on his arrival, raised 
every alarm in the town ; a strong 
party was sent in pursuit, and some 
Httle hopes were entertained of their 
success, as the distance was small to 
the placq, where the affair had hap- 
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pened. They, however, peturned vii-hw 
out having discoveved the, smallest 
track of the ruffians ! 



* 

y andaWftry to 



The night was solitary a 
the benevolent pair — uneasiness and 
alarm kept them, the greater part of 
it, awake — and, wlien they reclined 
into a slumber, it was accompanied, 
fey dreams of terror and affright ! ; 

In the mornihg they caused a de- 
scription of the assault and the figure 
of the villains to be inserted in the 
county papers, and also circulated 
various hand'-bills with the offer ofa 
considerable reward for the recovery 
of the lady, or the apprehension of. 
the offenders, 

The bar-on and his lady waited at. 

this place some days with ansious 

hopes of procuring some tidings of 

their lost favourite ; butj not being 

gratified 
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gratified in their wishes in that time, 
they, with heavy hearts, resolved upoa 
referiflilfcrto the Castle* 




7 . 

r. , 
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CHAPTER 




W E 



E shall now lay before our Read- 
ers the particulars of a plot concerted 
at Bath, and which was completed in 
the carrying off of Julia. 

We took notice of the sudden de- 
parture of Osmond from that place, 
and were led to suppose that it was to 
settle some affairs of importance at 
Horrordale Castle; jbut, in reality, he 
had at that thne a very differeut con- 
cera upon his hands ; this was no 
other than to get into his possession 
the peison of the lovely Julia. 

Ever 
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Evcr since the awful interruption to 
his vigws of marrying her, he became 
jn his pasaion for her. 

k *. 

by'a supernatural inter- 
to possess her in a lawful way, 
he became hardened and dissolute in 
his ideas, and resolved upon the most 
desperate measures rather than be de* 
nied the gratification of an abandoned 
purpose^ 

Osmond, upon his arrival at Bath, 
among other amusements resorted ta 
.the gaming table, where he picked up 
an acquaintance exactly suited to his 
mind, who was one of those charac- 
ters that frequent places of fashion for 
the purpose of exercising their genius 
to advantage. 

This gentleman had moved in vari- 
ous capaeities ; had acted as Steward, 

/ valet, 
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valet, pander, and even assassm, -£t 
different periods. 






The very meaus which t 
to appearin his present styl! 
dour arose from his becoming acces- 1 
sary to the nv:rder of a gentlemany 
of whose property he became no ■ in-' 
conaiderable.sharer. . 

He, however, was not satisfied with 
the spoil, but hied to Bath in hopes 
that tlre gaming table, with the assbt- 
ance of the property he was in posses- 
sion of, would enable hini to figure 
away as a man of rank and fashion. 

This, then, was the character Os^ 
mond soon commenced an intimacy 
with, and who very shortly became . 
such a favourite with him, that the 
Lord of Horrordale soon trusted him 
with some of his most serious con> 
cerns. 

Osmond 
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©smond had endeavoured to. pro- 
cura Y^volio a foqtüig in the baron'i 

/?*• , « \ discfwÄd,. just as he was 

f ufteml dt* , ,, , . J . . . 
\ , ., *t <if domo- so/.that'lits un- 

■earwhflaT, ■ , . . , ~ 

cWi. fc ^^cquanitcd witn, some part ot 

this miscreant's history. He rejoiced^ 

however, that no discovery was made .. 

of the connection between them. 



Malvolio, notwithstandihg his ex* 
clusion from the family, knew well 
the whole of the baron's affairs. 

He was anadeptat fishing out fa<- 
mily expectations ; besides which, he 
Tiad the good fortune to be acquainted 
with a person in the- town who had 
lived, . for many years, not far-from* 
"Bellgrove Castle, and had long known 
the individual concerns ofthat place. 

This character he employed as a spy 
upon the baron, by contriving to get 
hira a temporary servitude under. his 
roof. >\A-sOvnö- 
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Malvolio had too much addresfiVto 
appear curious .betöre 
spectmg his relaujns, 
latter at length hl.iLedJ| 
upon Julia, thp formffff 
to serve hiin, without bctrayiiig thc 
least symptora of a similar Inclination. 



lcn address» to 

Osnju^^-e- 



He was, in fact, a consummate for- 
tune hunter ; was also a proficient in 
dissimulation, so that he appeared 
vastly zealous to serve Osmond, at 
the same moment that he determined. 
to convert his exertiona to his own. 
advantage. 

Malvolio was Osmond's second at 
the thne the latter had the affair in 
the rooms ; this was a circumstance 
that operated unfavourably towards 
the two friends, who were obliged to 
undergo a Separation, or, what Os- 
mond chose in preference, a few Vi- 
sits frorn him by stealth. 

This 
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Tlüs connivance had once, as we 
have before descij^fed, very nearly 
suffered -tltä&ifä The baron catne 
near K^büe *Ml£ifÄio was in Osmond's 
Chamber, but the latter hearing him 
approach, in a moment conveyed Ins 
friend into an adjoining closet. 

After several Conferences on the 
subject, it was agreed upon, that Os- 
mond should retire from Bath and- 
proceed to a certain house, which was 
hired for the occasion, there to wait 
tili Malvolio had accomplished the 
point in view — that of carrying off 
Julia, whom he was enjoined to con- 
vey with sdl ptossible speed to his 
friend's abode. 

To prevent any sudden alarm, tlie 
assailants were not to commence their 
attack on the baroü and his family 
untii they arrived at some rccluse spot 
convenient for their purpose. 
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This, as we have before related, was 
strictly conforme8 to, and the un- 
happy Julia was iffffco instant con- 
vpyed irito the ^ssdSufeL of the pro- 
fligate emissaryv 

Malvolio exulted in the acquisitior* 
of his prize, and was preparing to se- 
eure the lady to himself, by the 
offer o£ a iarge bribe to the attend^ 
ants ; . but the crafty Osmond, know^ 
ing that there was such a thing as? 
treachery in the world, had taken care> 
to select men whom he knew well ancL 
in whom he could confide. 

Malvolio,. disappointed in his ab-' 
jeet, and dreading the effects of his 
hypoerisy, made instantly a preeipi-- 
täte escape. 

Bellgrovesjj&istte, atWiich the ha-* 
ron and baaroness had at length arrived/ 

was 



&• 
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was now become a scene of the most 
solitary description.. 

The period was come when this be- 
nevolent and amiable pair found them- 
selves bercft of the dearest comfort* 
of their lives. 

Every time they ruminated on the. 
repeated misfortunea which befel them, 
they feit additional pahi and inquie- 
tude, 

The absence of Orlando, in a dan* 
gerous expedition ; the indifference 
and ingratitude of Osmond ; and the 
alarmiog State of poor Julia — all oper- 
ated as a very serious blow to their 
happiness. 

Thus affected, the dirconsolate pair 
knew not wH^e to lo$ for relief ; 
hickily f% them at this juncture they 
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received a letter from Orlando, the 
son on whom they doated. 

This was a pleasure the baron and 
baroness had for months most anxi- 
ously expected, and they began to 
entertain some very uneasy sensations, 
after being so rejttatedly disappointed. 

Captain Bellgrove informed his pa- 
rents, that he had most ardently 
watched for an opportunity to con~ 
vey a letter to them, but could not 
obtain that good fortune for some 
time. 

The baron and baroness were de- 
liffhted to see him write in such excel- 
lent spirits, as Orlando informed 
them, that he was in an element that 
exactly corresponded with his incli- 
nation, and, that his companions- 
were men of wit and good . sense, 
wbose conversation, enlivened the 
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liours and made time pass agreeably. 
— The Captain inserted his bosom 
friend's highest respects to the fa- 
mily, intimating, that they both 
often beguiled the hours by con- 
"versing on the pleasures they experi- 
-enced at the place of embarkation, 
and that Fitzberb^flt, who was now 
promoted to a leutenancy, had a 
great desire, when ever he should re- 
iurn> to pay his respects to the baron 
and baroaess at Bellgrove Castle. 
Finally, Julia was remembered by 
both the youug soldiers in terms of 
more than common esteem ; and Fitz- 
herbert particularly requested that she 
would not quite forget her companion 
in the wood. 

The letter concluded with an earn- 
^est desire to be informed, if they had 
received any intelligence respecting 
Osmond, .and expressing the most en- 

dearing 
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dearing terms of filial love to his pa- 
rents, who wept for joy at this tribute 
of tlieh- son's affection. 

The mention, however, of Julia 
cast a damp upon their spirits, and 
they sighed when they reflected how 
different her Station was to what her 
two friends imagined it to be. 

As ihe baron and bis lady were one 
day ruminating on their unfortunate 
condition, it came'into their minds to 
examine fhe paper which Julia's fa- 
ther had left behind him. 

This was a measure they, at difFer- 
ent periods, had in contemplation ; 
but it was from time to time post- 
poned, in consequence of the variable 
State of Julia's health. 

Situated as they now were," deprived 
*>f every hope of seeing her again, 
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äheir feelings became stronger in her 
-behalf, and they feit an increasing in- 
-clination to know the particulars of 
one whose image . had ^ever been so 
dear to them. 

So strongly did the afflictions öf the 
old man occur to the baroness as she 
look the packet, and so forcibly dyi 
it bring the form of Julia to view, 
that the "good lady shed tears as she 
proceeded to examine its contents. 

X)n hreaking open the first seäl, the 
haroness found a witten paper inclos- 
«d, and,<unfolding it, read asfollows: 

-" In an agony of grief, Tvhidh no 
pen can describe, I know not that 
I can do better for my unfortunate 
child than relating the particulars of 
my life, in which the humane reader, 
" if ever such should come into pos- 
ut Session of Ulis paper v bem% töäää. 
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" quainted with our distresses, may 
" be perstiaded to procure for my off- 
" spring, that justice which it is.to- 
" tally out of my power to obtain, 
" while asense ofmy incapability, in 
" this point of view, conveys the 
" keenest anguish to my heart. 



" Surrounded with the most dis- 
tressing poverty, destitute of com- 
mon necessaries, and in the way of 
seeing my beloved daughter perish 
before myeyes! — languid and ex- 
hausted, I can hardly hold the 
pen!— Oh! that Providence may 
hear my prayer and succour the 
unhappy companion of my sor- 
rows, now that I am incapable and 
declinnig hastily to my grave! 



<4 



" I was the younger son of a gen- 

," tleman of an ancient family, but 

" small fortune, at Avhose decease, 

; c< by the persuasion of my brother, 






" ^S, 
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we agreed to divide the property ; 
and, each taking his share, engaged 
in mercantile speculations, which 
totally ruined me ; but that which 
my brother took in band turned 
out advantageously and led to the 
acquirement of a considerable for- 
tune. He, pitying my mifortunes, 
generously allowed me a handsome 
and respectable maintenance. I 
lived upon terms of the greatest 
afFection with him, until such time 
as I had married a person who, 
though eveiy way qualified to pro- 
mote domestic happiness, and not 
wholly destitute of föttune, was 
not considered by him as an eligi- 
ble match for one who had, until 
my late disaster, moved in a style 
" of dignity and opulence. 

" I -thought it needless to reason 
-" with my brother on the injustice of 
"• his .conduct, and left it to \\\s> 

VOL. III. i " cNnoxkä 
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" choice to countenance my marriage 
" with his usual regard or otherwise. 
" A coohiess ensued on both sides, 
" and though we lived at smalLdis- 
" tances fröm each other, no Visits 
" passed at either house for the sj>ace 
" of a twelvemonth. 



? " This inflexible pride xyf my bro- 

" ther hurt me much at thnes, as we 
" hitherto had lived in the most af- 
" fectionate manner. 

" One day I receivcd information 
14 that he had been seized ' with an 
* älaraiing illness ; I flew to his bed- 
" side to condole with him in his af- 
" fliction, and, notwithstanding there 
11 was a visible restraint in his counte- 
" nance at my appearance, I thought 
" it no small happiness to render him 
" every assistance in my power. 

€i I became unremitting in my vi- 
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■" «its to him, and had occasion soon 
4i to rejoice in his recovery. 

" Some weeks after this event my 
*'f brother, with tnuch gravity in his 
countenance, informed me he had 
a proposal to make, which, he 
thought, if I had a proper sense of 
my owä interests, I could not pru- 
dently decline. 
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" I respectfully intreated him to 
" explain, and he proceeded by ob- 
" servitig that, as I had a family 
coming on, he thought a larger 
Provision than that I was then in 
*" possession* of would render my cir- 
•■" cumstances more agreeable to me. 

" I thought thifc a noble act, 
•" and was about to make a grate- 
* € ful reply, when he continued — 
■" I could wish, . Charles, notwith- 
" standing äny diflfeteuce vj\äö^\ä^ 
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" subsisted between us, to see you 
and your family cömfortably set- 
tled ; and, therefore, am about to 
double your income. I thanked 
him for this instance of his regärd ; 
whenhe proceeded — I have it in con- 
tcmplation tp make the tour of Eu- 
rope, and as I shall proceed leisurely 
in my route, it may, probaJbly, be 

" three or four years before I return. 

" I have, however, resolved in my 

" mind, that such an employment 
would be a solitary one without a 
companion, and I know of none 
whose society I shpuid prefer to 
yours. A truce with all xliflferences, 
cried my brother, and say you will 
accompany me. 
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" I paused some time for an answer 
" to such a request, and at length m- 
" treated him to recollect, that I had 
" a wife and family who had a claim 
u upon me for my attention. 
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" Be not uneasy on that point, ex- 
" claimed my brother ;.as I before 
" observed, they shall be provided- 
" for in the most ample manner. 



a 



u 



My eyes were now opened, and' 
I clearly saw this was an artifice to 
separate me from my wife; and, 
without treating the proposal with 
that contempt it merited, I respect- 
fully told him, that I was much in- 
debted to him for any regard he 
might intend my family ; but that, 
if he would present his whole t 
property, it would not bribe me to 
act ungenerously to one who had 
invariably studied my happiness ! 



" Very well, sir, cried he knpe- 
riously, if you have not a due 

" sense of your own interest, remem- 

" ber it is no fault of mine. 

" From that period a coolness took 

l 3 " ^Jssää 
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" place on both sides, which ended 
M at last in a total rupture and sepa- 
u ration. 

" I was (as may be Very well sup-- 
" posed) hurt at this disagreement 
" between us; yet I retumed to my 
" family satisfied with my own con- 
" duct, and viewing them in a still 
" dearer light for the obloquy be- 
" stowed upon them. 

" As I lived at no great distance 
from my brother's residence, wc 
sometimes met ; and painful was the 
task to adopt a similar indifference 
which lje instantaneously. exbibited 
at the sight of me. A recon- 
" ciliation would have beeil highly 
" agreeable to me, but I conld not 
" condescend to seek it in terms de- 

" grading to my family, and bring a 
" measure which he,, at the same 

cl time* 
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" time, manifested no particular iiu 
** clination foiv 



" To avoid, in future, rencontres 
" so unpleasant, I hinted to my wife 
" my inclination to remove to some. 
" distant spot. She hesitated at first 
" to consent, saying, it would be the 
" happiest circumstance of her life to 
" see me reconciled to my brother; 
M and, as to any avcrsion shewn to 
" her in her own person, she could 
" cheerfully submit to it, provided it 
"put an end to all variance in the 

family. 



a 



" It was, indeed, the principal 
" study of this worthy woman to sof- 
" ten those instänces cff my brother's 
" conduct which I considerßd as un- 

" generous ajftl unjust. 

» • > 

" I told her there was a happiness I 
" €xperiencfed in tny faaaily Which 

1.4, " \kfc 
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" the frowns of no one could dispos- 
" sess me of, and tbat if my State 
" was humble, it was not the less 
" happy. 

" Ina few weeks we removed to a 
rural little spot, about twenty miles 
off, where the chief of my hap- 
" piness consisted in beholding the 
growing charms of my two daugh- 
ters, Louisa and Julia» 






u 
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u I must confess this retirement 
constituted the happiest period of 
my life ; but, though passionately 
" fond of rural economy, I deter- 
" mined upon bringing up my chil- 
" dren in some of the blandishments 
" of life, and was inexpressibly de- 
" lighted to see them gradually pro- 
" mise to become the Ornaments and 
" pride of their sex. 

11 Louisa was now arrived a$ her 

" fifteenth 
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" fifteenth year, and had the advan- 
tage of her sister by three years ; 
they were both extremely elegant 
in their persons, and often have we 
fed the pride of our hcarts in con- 
templating the many flattering en- 
comiums bestowed upon them. 
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" Nothing seemed wanting to com- 
" plete our happiness at this period; 
" I attended the cultivation of my 
" garden, and amused myself with 
" * several agricultural speculations, 
" while my amiable spouse found 
" equal delight in the "superintend- 
" ance of her family, and the manage- 
" ment of her domestic duties. But 
" man must not be too confident of 
i ' his happiness in this life ! A storm 
" was gathering over me at this bliss- 
" ful juncture, which was soon to j 
" disperse its baneful contents on my 
" peaceful and serene abode ! : 

i 5 "' KSa&V 
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" Ahs»f what anguish do I feel oir 
" a Tecollection of that heaven of 
" human deljght — fled never more to 
" return !- 

" It was the wish d B^jfey heart, 
" while I enjoyed uninterrupted re- 
" pose, that my children should par- 
" take o£ every amusement not in- 
" jurioua to their. morais or* reputa- 
" tion. 



" They every now-and-then paid 
Visits to our neighbouring acquaint- 
ances, and, on their return, woüld; 
begüile the remainder of the even— 
ing by recounting the many little / 
innocent gaieties they had enjoyed. 
Sometimes I trusted them to a pub- 
lic ball, and, at othertimes, to the- 
occasionai diversions which happen . 
in country places ; in all which they- 
exhibitcd a delight; the genuine 
offspring s of innocence and health. 

" But 
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" But now I enter upon a wibject^ 
" the first cruel Interruption to my 
" happinesa, at the tboughts of which 
" my heart thrilb with the kennest 
" sensibüity* 



(ri 



My eldest daughter ; formed an 
attachment witk a man of profli- 
" gate principles, who seduced her 
11 from her home, and totally de- 
" stroyed the peace of the family. . 

" When I discovered tlie iritimacy^ 

' I cautioned Lotlisa against his insi- 

i dioua attempts ; but, alas 1 my ad- 

1 vice was ineffectual I He had en— 

' tangled her affections, and, like a 

4 consummate villain, lured herfronv 

' her abode. 



cr 'Alas l Louiaa, once the pride of 
" my heart, perhaps at this moment 
" thou art meditating, in the most 
'* wretched of all circumatances, on 

r.6 cc «qk 
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" the melancholy efFects of thy in- 
u discretion ; or, perhaps, wandering 
" about in the garb of want and mi- 
ßeiy, soliciting the solitary ermpb 
to keep thee from perishing ! — ■ 
" Wretched thou must be, but not 
" wicked or abandoned !— -No, my 
" child, though thou hast been in- 
discreet, in the worst of conditions 
thy mind would reeoil at vice aud 
depravity \ ! Oh, Louisa l thou 
hast given thy father a woeful stab, 
such as nothing but a returri to 
propriety and happlness can in any 
" wise relieve * . * . * * * # # 

" This desertion of Louisa went to 
" her mother's heart ; she grew sick 
" and melancholy, and soon took to 
" her bed ; here she daily pined, and> 
" in spite of all her endeavours to 
u conceal the canker in her mind, 
66 I saw she was graduaily sinking 
" into her grave. 

"In 
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u In the midst of this affiictiqn, I 
" every now-aiid-then cast an anxious 
" look at Julia, and the recollection 
" of her sister's misfortune filled mo 
" with alarm for her. 

" Julia was every thing that was 
" good at this time ; though discon- 
" solate at her sister's absence, she 
" exerted every effort to console us ; 
" whole nights and days would she 
sit by the bed-side of her heart- 
broken mother, whom she soothed 
with the most tender intreaties ; 
often would she try to wear off the 
dulness of iny countenance when 
she saw me gloomy, and strive, by 
every affectionate assiduity, to as- 
suage my affliction. The fond at- 
tention of my daughter was, in- 
deed, the only balm of comfort left, 
" and what the strengest efForts of 
" filial love and afFection cauld pro- 
" duce was efFected by Julia's unre- 
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niitting care and attention. But^ 
t6$>roceed, one day as I was sitting 
" by tfce side of my grief-worn wifej 
" I was alarmed by the sound of di£ 
" ferent voices bclow ; thmking it an: 
" unusual occurrence, I descended to^ 
enquire the cause, and was iimnedi— 
ately seized by three men, wbo an— 
" nounced to me, that I was theiiv 
prisoner. Struck with amaiement, 
I enquited on wbat account, urg- 
ing that I did not owe a Shilling in 
the world. Make no parleying, 
cried one of the brutes, Jook at this 
paper. Upon examiiiing it I fou^id 
" it was an arrest for fifty poun<is ; 
no remonstrances^ could prevail ; 
they dragged me away, and com- 
mitted me to the county jail tili 
" the affair should he settled. 

" Distraction seized me at the 
<i thoughts of quitting my wife, on~ 
" whom I was certain my captivity 

" wcfokl 
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wöuld operate as ^u sentence «of 
death. I raved for hours, . and at 
Iength became insensible, in whicK; 
»täte I lay a considerable while ; at 
last I was visited by a gentleman 
with whom I Kad formet ly been in 
the habits-of intimacy;. he con- 
doled with me in the most friendly 
terms, and told me my case wa& 
not so desperate as I imagined. — 
Strange and unaccountable ! cried 






" Be calm, my kind friend,, cried l 
my visitor, and I will explafrt to 
you the particu&rs. But my be- 
loved wife and child i" continued I, 
vntiihwt-ien&ng emotion. 




_ leman patised, and 
" seÄ^fef liesitate for a repty O r 
" He^kns ! what amementary shock 
'* did his reserve occasion me! — Ah ! 
" ^xclaimed L with a heavy sigh, I 
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" see fete has still greater misery iit 
" störe for me ; for God's sake, sir, 
" relieve me of this dread suspense I 
" feel concerning my Louisa ! — Your 
" wife, said he, with much gravity 
"in his countenance, is happy be- 
" yond expression. 

" And is my beloved partner at 
" length in hfeaven ! Has Providence 
" taken her to the celestial abodes t 
" — Then I have no pang on her ac-» 
" count, but the misery of Separation, 
" thanks to Heaven ! cried I, shed- 
" ding a shower of tears. 

» 
" I sat and paused in sullen medi •* 
" tation on my bitter condition tili I 
" became quite absent, and such a 
" Stupor had seized me, that I.could 
" not for a while comprehcnd what 
" was said to me. 

" My friend seeing me thus over- 

" come 
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come, made a motion to depärt ; 
at that raoment the idea of liberty, 
and the image of my departed wije 
urged me to desperatiotu And 
shall the bars of this prison, cried I 
in a frantic tone, keep me from a 
last look on my Louisa \ By Hea- 
vens, were their substance threefotd -. 
what it is, I would burst them in- 
stantly asunder and force my iray 
to the cold remäins of the partner of 
my heart L 



" So saying, I made a furious 
" spring at the grating, and, striking 
my head against the wall in the at- 
tempt, rebounded in a State of ut- 
ter in&ensibility« 



H 
ti 



" I know not how long I conti- 
" nued so; but, on recovering, fotrnd 
" myself so confused, and my ideas 
" altogether so bewildered, that every 
" thing appeared as a dream to me. 
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The next day my friend vmted 
e, and brought with him a release 
u From my imprisonment* He ac- 
4i companied me to niy house, where y 
" when I arrived, I was so övercome. 
" as to be under the necessity of be- 
" ing put to- bed immediately, where 
u I instantly relapsed into a swotau 



u 



" When I recovered, I found my dearr 
Julia grasping one of my hands and 
u weeping piteously over me ; a deep* 
" groan escaped me, and in a plain- 
u ~ tive töne Puttered something relä— 
" tive to her mother. Julia's tears 
" now came down in torrents. She 
44 embraced my hands with: vehe- 
" mence, and stood in the attitude of * 
" pensive sadness* 

% " It is too true theo, exclaimed IJ. 
" my Louisa is no more !— A trans— 
" port of grief overwhelmed me; 
" after which I became more calm, 

" and. 
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•* and Julia, seeing nie dtsposdH' "to- 
" rest, left me to my repose, w^ich 
" was, indeed, halra to my distracted 
" mind. . 

4 

u When I awoke, thcugh I experi- 
u enced a : Iassitude in consequence of 
" what I had suflfered, yet my mind 
" was more at ease> and I was en- 
u abled to attend, with resignation, 
" the obsequies of my departed wife. 

a Ina short thne she was accom- 
" panied ta the grave by myself arad 
" Julia. Tbe affectionate girl was 
" inconsolable as the remamsof her 
" motherwere committedtätft£4Äißk' 
" For my own part^ I viewetf l'thö* 
" ceremony with the strongest as- 
' " stjrances that the deceased was 
" fa,r more happy than the highest 
w sublunary enjoyments could m&ke 
" her. 
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" The day after I returned*hop|e > 
roy friend Musgrave and I entered 
inio a conversation about xny af-< 
fairs; upon observing my impati- 
ence, he intreated ine not to be 
alarmed, a& every thing was in a 
fair way, bu* would require time 
u for a complete adjustmenU 
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" There was something so candid 
and generous in Musgrave's profes- 
" sions, that I hesitated not a mo- 
u ment to resrgn the whole charge 
" into his hands. 

" There is no cfoubt, he repfied; 
" bat I shall be able to settle your 
" affäife in such manne* a& to give ' 

you the most perfect satisfaction ; 

and, should that be the case, you 

may remunerate me in any way you- 
" please .' £' 

" May Heaven retum your gene- : ^ ^ 

" rosity ~ iM, 
■ f f- ?** 



u 
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*' rosity tenfold, cried I with a 
" warmth of gratitude, and may - - 






Hold, cried Musgrave, the deed 
is not yet accomplished ; when it 
4t is, then commend me as you may ; 
" in the mean time it is necessary to 
" jrecruit your finances. 

" I here feit myself abashed, which 
" my friend perceiving, he, in the most 
" indirect and handsome manner, put 
" a piece of paper into my hands, 
" desiring me to give him that testi- 
" mony of my friendship as to accept $ß 
" the trifle he then offered me. 

u It was in vain I refused ; at 



u length J put the note in my pocket, 
" tellinghim at the same time, thät 
" I was overwhelmed with this in- 
Ai stance of his generesity. 

"Just before we ^arfed *ä W 
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4S formed me I might use my owr 
" pleasure, either to reside where I 
u was, or to seek some habitation 
4 .Minore agreeable to me. 
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" I chose the latter, and in a few 
days quitted my once happy abode, 
and carried my Julia to a, neat Iit- 
tle sequestered cat in Yorkshire, 
where I was frequently/visited by 

» 

Musgrave, who gave me i-epeatediy 
the stronge&t assurances of the sug* 
cess of bis undertakings. 

* 

" Encouraged by these hopes» and 
solaced by thennceasing and tender 
assiduities of my daughter, I was 
regaining my former State of mind. 
A sigh, however, would now-and* 
then escape me ^on recollection of 
my unhappy daughter, and the me- 
mory of my departed Louisa would 
at times throw a damp upon the 
scene; yet, upon ,the- whole, I 
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Ai foiind myself approaching to a State 
u of quietude and tranquillity. 

u I now began houriy to expect 
M the arri val of Musgrave with final 
*' and decisive accounts of my afFairs 
44 being settled, and was not a little 
pleased with the prospect of return- 
ing happiness ; when, one evening, 
" as I was sitting in an alcove, over- 
4i grown with sweet-briar, at the , 
" front of my housc, with Julia by 
" my side, alternatcly working and 
" amusing me with her conversation, 
a stranger approached in a greät 
hurry, and in a tremulous tone re- 
quested I would immediately step 
to farmer Wiimot, who was in great 
trouble, and would be glad of my 
" assistance. ..'"■• 

* ■ - ■ ■ 

i .... 

" At the sound of trouble I started 
" from my seat, and, without en- 
* 4 quiring into the particulars, ita- 
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" mediately accompanied the mes- 
" senger to the farmer's. When I 
" arrived, I found the person who 
" had sojicited my aid was airested 
" for thirty pounds, without any thing 
" like the sum in the house, and not 
" a friend to become responsible for 
" him. 

» 

xi I must here confess that my im- 
" prudence was such, as immediately 
" to become bail for him, without 
" entering into a train of surmises 
" and proviso's about the means of 
" reimbursement. 

" It was sympathy alone for suf- 
" fering, which I had known the ex- 
" perience of, that induced me to do 
" this, as I had but a very slight ac- 
4 i quaintance with the person for 
H whom I became responsible. 

4i I returned home highly delighted 
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u with the opportunity of saving a 

" fellow-creature from the horrors of 

9 imprisonment, and, probably, total 

" ruin ; though I had, by so doing, 

u risqued within a guinea or two the 

" whole of my property. However, I 

u comforted myself with the thoughts 

" of having exerted myself in a kind 

" action for one, who, I hoped, would 

V not prove fciniself unworthy of it. 

" At length the time arrived which 
f '.was to retieve me of the engage- 
ment I had entered into, and I 
feit not a Jittle impatient for the 
termination pf it, having scarcely 
a Shilling more than what would 
" answer the debt in case I should 
" be surprised. 

" While I was hourly tormented 
" with solicitude on thisafFair, to my 
" utter astonishment, it was an- 
" nounced to me, that the farmet 

VOL. III. K " ÜBSAr. 
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" had absconded, and thatthe whole 
" *of the debt feil upon me. I knew 
" remonstränce, in such a case, was 
" useless, and immediately applied to 
" my cabinet and told out the last 
" guineal had in the world. 

" Struck with confusion at my si- 
" tuatioflj I endured an agony of 
" suspense aböut the teturn öf Mus- 
" grave, as that was the only quarter 
" €o which I could loök for relief. 

■ * s 

a Day after däy, however, passed 
" on without any intelligence from 
" j feiÄiy and I began to fear thät, for 
a% some purpose or other, I had been 
*' made the dupe of delusive pro- 



" mises. 



"' Perplexed with the most painful 
" ideas, I did every thing to conceal 
" my uneasiness from Julia, who al- 
"' wäys received me with the most 
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" agreeabte stfniles, uncönscious of the 
u anguish that lay at my heart; 
" however, nöw that I was reducecl 
" tö my last penny, I found that I 
coüld not long keep the chagrin 
that preyed upon me a secret from 
my dattghter. 
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" I begah soon to be under the ne- 
" cessity of obtaining my subsistence 
" upon Credit, and under such cir- 
" cumstances as rendered it very 
" doubtfül whether I should ever be 
6i able to pay for what I procured ; 
my suspense about my affairs be- 
came intolerable, and, calculating 
the expences I had incuired, with- 
out any visible means of paying 
them, it threw me on the rack. I 
pined in secret, and soon grew $6 
ill, that poor Julia, on her knees, 
intreated me to teil her my woes. 
ft I at last, bursting into tears, ex- 
" olaimed, alas ! Julia, yowx: fesJöRx 

. . • k a " "■» 
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" is a beggar, and you will shortly 
" be thrown destitute on the world! 
" Julia implored me not to despair, 
" for if we were friendless we were 
" not helpless ; these hands, cried my 
afFectionate daughter, shall be de* 
voted to procure us sustenance; 
nor shall any means in my power be 
wanting to restore your happiness. 



iC 

ii 
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" Enough, my child, cried I ; to- t 
" morrow may make us happier; 
" surely Musgrave cannot be long. 

" As I spoke this, I strove with all 
" my might to give an air of cheer- 
" fulness to the expressions, to pre- 
" vent Julia, as much äs possible, 
" from becoming a partaker of my 
" grief, knöwing such a circumstance 

would be too trving for me to sus- 

tain. 

u One day, Walking in deep me- 
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ditatiori in my garden, I was 
accosted by a stranger on horse- 
back, w£o enquired if my name 
was Woodville, and if so, he had 
particular business to communi- 
cate. I replied in the affirmative, 
" and begged him to ride round the 
" lane and alight at the front of the 
" house, where I would attend him 
" with pleasure. I ran into the house 
** and exclaimed, my dear Julia, here 
are tidings of Musgrave ! now, I 
hope, we shall be a little comfort- 
u able ! and immediately flew to as- 
sist^m in dismounting; during 
this ceremony my impatience over- 
came me, so that I suddenly ex- 
claimed, you bring intelligence 
from one Musgrave, I presum6. 
I do, indeed, bring some account 
of him, replied the stranger ; but 
such as will in no wise afford you 
i4 satisfaction. On hearing this I 

k 3 " stSLYted 
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" started back, and exhibited the- 
" strongest marks of confusion. 

" Is it possible, then, that I can 
" have besn deceived, said I to hiui ; 
" surely Musgrave is an honest man. 

" His conduct does not make him 
" appear so, replied my companion. 

11 For Heavens sakc, sir, cried I 
u as we walked into the house, ac- 
" quaint me withwhathashappened; 
c>i my whole fortune depends upon 
" bis conduct. 

" I am very sorry, cried the stran- 
"" ger to be the messenger of bad 
" news ; but I thought it might assist 
" you towards discovering the p.erpe- 
" trator of the fraud, by giving you 
" the earliest intelligence ; in piain 
" termä, Musgrave is fled to the Con- 
u tinent. 

" Fled 
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'" Fled to the Continent ! cried I 
" in amazement, at the same time 
" throwing myself into a chair to pre- 
Sl vent falling on the floor. 

■ 

. . *' It is a fact, sir, continued he. — 

'*' Soon after his departure a report 

" arose, that he was not the real 

" heir. 

" I bcgged of him to explain his 
u meaning of the word heir. He 
u then informed me of the death of 
" my brother— a circumstance that 
" affected me very much. Instantly 
" t perceived the motive Musgrave 
" had in persuading nie to quit my 
" former habitation^ as my being re- 
" moved from the spot would give 
" him an opportunity of committing 
" his depredations with security. 

" After soliciting pardon for in- 
"*■ truding on his story, I begged him 

k 4 ~ ^ 
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to proceed, Vhen he införmed ftie, 
that, led by the report^ he was de* 
termined to make further enquiry 
?' into the business, jand, having 
learned that a Mr. Woodville, who 
resided at a village-near Rippon, 
was the proper claimant, motives of 
generosity induced him to apprise 
me of the circumstänce; that it was 
with much difficulty he had traced 
my abode ; but, sliould his under- 
taking this afFair eventually provc 
successful to me, he should be 
fully recompensed for any pains 
this journey might have occasioned 
him. 



" I thanked my visitor in the most 
respectful manner for his goodness^ 
and hinted to him, that I had nö- 
thing to do but to forego all hopes 
of acquiring the property, particu- 
larly as I was wholly destitute of 
means to enquire at all into the bu- 
"* siness. « j^ 
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" The stranger now took out his 
" purse, and, counting five guineas, 
" desired I would aeeept them tili 
" better times, and advised me by all 
" means to go in pursuit of the parti-»- 
" culars. 

" It was not without a great deal of 
intreaty I consented to reeeive the 
money, for which I gave him an 

" acknowledgment in writing with 
my own signature, which my bene 
factor put very carefully into his 

" pocket. 

* 

" Before the stranger departed he 
" further informed me Musgrave had 
" been the cause of the unhappy 
" breach between me and my brother, 
" and had so insinuated himself into 
his good opinion, that, during his 
illness, he, by Warrant of attorney, 
gave him füll power to manage his 
affairs ; this afforded Mm%mNt ^öcä 
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" opportunity, on the decease ofmy 
" brother, to secure the whple of lys. 
" property, which was very consi- 
" derable. 

" Notwithstanding the blow I had 
%**> " received, I feit a secret satisfaction 
in the donation ; it enabled me to 
pay off some arrears I had con- 
tracted. This was a measure I set 
about imipediately after his depar- 
ture, but found myself suddenly de- 
pressed again, when I discovered, 
that, after my debts were settled, 
I had left ohly sufficient to carry 
pie on in my jpurney. 
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" With a heavy heart I quitt^d my 
" cottage, aecompanied by Julia, to 
" go in quest of further particulars of 
" my brother's property, having üt- 
" tle prospect of success in the im- 



" deitaking. 
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" The intclligence I had received, 
" and the fatigue and anxicty I en- 
" dured, were top much for nie. I 
" was seized with illness, which de- 
" tained nie on the road some days, 
" and my stock became materially 
" exhausted ; so that whcn I recom- 
" menced the journey I had but very 
" little money left. 



" We had proceeded but a few 

iX miles when I was seized with a re- 

" lapse, aild, bein'g totally incapable 

a ofaccomplishing the journey, took 

iC refuge in this miserable abode. — 

lt Alas ! wretchedness and misery are 

" Coming fast upon nie. 

. " O, my daughter 1 Providence 

V protectl : — O ! if some. kind 

" heart ! Approach — preserve my 

u daughter, and restore her to — : — • 



" rights ! Death approaches J 

" No more ! ! ^9> " 

• v;rrx ... 

k6 ...If.^CYWÄ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



TT 

X HE baroness read this narrative 
in a solemn, audible voice £* at inter- 
vals a groan escaped the baron, and 
the tears feil from the former. At 
the conclusion the baroness folded it 
up, and with a very melancholy Im- 
pression deposited it again in her 
drawer ; and, after sitting some time 
in a temporary gloom, she was 
awakened from her pensiveness by 
the baron, who intreated her to fe- 
sume her usuai cheerfulness ; add- 
ing, that amidst this wide world, there 
would ahvays be too co^\ous a num- 
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ber for the benevolence of one or 
two individuals either to know or re- 
lieve. 

The baron continued in a soothing 
strain tili he had, in some degree, re- 
vived the spirits of his lady. This 
he was induced tq do, not from any 
want of humanity (on the other hand, 
the story had very much affected 
him), but from a wish that it might 
not make a permanent Impression on 
hermind. 

It was a matter of regret to the 
worthy pair they had not discovered 
Mr. Woodville's affairs earlier, that 
they might have afForded relief to so 
much merit in distress — and the time 
that had elapsed before the inspection 
of the paper was an additional un- 
easiness to them, as it was a circum- 
stance that enabled the invader of the 
unhappy man's property to ^äxcä. 
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every thing beyond the reach of .re- 
covery. 

Nothing could excecd the affection 
which this paper had raised in täie 
minds of the baron and baroness for 
poor Julia; every moment they re- 
flected on the unhappy fate of this 
amiablo maiden rendered her image 
v still more dear and interesthig to^ 
them, and the Virtues and sufFerings 
of Julia were constäntly the theme of 
their discourse. 

" One night, after the family had re- 
tired to rest at the Castle, a repeated 
loud knocking at the gate awakened 
the baron, who afterwards lay listen- 
ing to know if it would be continued. 

The noise ceased for awhile, but 

was soon after commenced with re- 

doublcd violence. He rang the bell, 

und it was not long Üefore the servants 
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attended, ampngst the foremost jof 
wfopm was Peter. The baron paused 
a while, and was about to give direc- 
tus tp ^ttend the nightty visitors; 
but, *as the knocking had now quite 
ceased > he told his servants to retire 
under the persuasion, that it could 
not be an affair of great emergency. - 

They had not left the room above 
half an hour when the noise at the 
gate again assaüed the Castle, accom- 
panied by a storm, which, commenc- 
ing with sudden gusts of wind, in- 
creasecj to a most violent hurricane. 
On a sudden all was still— and then* 
succeeded such sheets of rain that the 
water Tan from the leaden spouts of 
the ; ca^tle like foaming cataracts ; 
peals of thunder every now-and-then 
shook the building, while the sudden 
t^emendpus glare seeraed as if it eh- 
veloped erery thing in an universal 
blaze. 
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The noise at the gate awakened 
poor old Peter a second time, who 
was about to examine, with the assist- 
ance of his fellow servants, who it 
was, that, at such an unseasonäble 
hour, requested admission into the 
Castle ; but the horrors of the night 
had quite immanned him, and, as the 
noise began to decline, and not hav- 
ing received any summons from his 
master, he thought there could be no 
necessity for going. 

His companions who had assembled 
were of the same opinion ; they, there- 
fore, all retired to bed ; where, when 
the poor old man had arrived, he 
threw himself under the clothes to 
prevent being aifected by the füll 
glare of the storm. 

In the morning, just as the baron 
was conversing with his, lady on the 
unusyaX noise at the gate, a pefson 
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s 

arrived who expressed a wish to see 
him on particular business. 

He was accordingly introduced, and 
surprised the baron and his lady with 
an account that Julia was on her way 
home. 

• 

This intelligence threw the noble 
couple into a transport of joy, which, 
however, - was somewhat deadened 
when they learned, that their unfor- 
tunate favourite lay at an inn, a few 
miles off, at the point of death. 

" AVe presümed," cried the mes- 
senger, " fearing the approaching ef- 
fects, to apprise you of the circum- 
stance in the dead of night, but, find- 
ing our attempts vain, returned to the 
inn." 

The baron expressed much concern 
that so kind an intention should not 
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have been attended to, asserting at 
the same time, " That, as the Castle 
had been at times disturbed by vä- 
grants, he considered the application 
as arising from some such cause/ 5 

He then invited the messenger to 
breakfast, and was much pleased with 
bis respectablc and honest appearance ; 
and, after a slight repast, they pro- 
ceeded to the inn which contained 
Julia. - . 

Upon the arrival of the baron and 
baroness, they were ushered into Ju- 
lia's aparmcnt, where they found her 
in nearly an insensible State ; spon af- 
ter, however, she opened her eyes, 
looked faintly at them, and closed 
them agaift, 

The baron and baroness stood some 
ti«>e in a piournful posture over her, 

suppoeh 
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supposing they had arrived just time 
enough to see her expire. 

They then retired to tlie further 
part of the room, and, seating them- 
selves, waited in expectation of a cri* 
sis either favourahle or fatal. 

After a pause of some time, they 
-walkedto the bed-side and discovered 
that Julia had experienced so com- 
fortable a repose as had refreshed her 
considerably. 

She now recognized them, and at- 
tgmpted to raise herseif up to em- 
braee the baroness, but her strength 
failed in the attempt, and the kind 
l$4y intreated her, in urgent terms, 
tp keep herseif as composed as po&- 
si^le. 

The baron now withdrew ; but the 
b&rqness resolved to continue with 
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Julia tili she should be weil enough to 
be removed. 

Soon as the former descended from 
the Chamber he enquired after the 
kind person who had brought him in- 
telligence of Julia, and was informed 
he was gone upon a visit to a place a 
few miles off. The baron left word 
that he should be happy to see him 
at dinner— an invitation which the 
stranger scrupulously attended to 
from other motives than that 6f mak- 

ing a formal visit 

* 

The baron saluted his guest with 
great hospitality, which soon took off, 
in a great measure, that restraint 
which the latter at first experienced in 
his presence. A familiär discourse 
soon ensued, in which the visitor de- 
scribed himself the preserver of Julia. 

. The baron requested him to relate 

the 
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the particulars, upon which his honest 
companion informed him, that he had 
discovered her aimost expiring, and 
leaning on a Stile for support ; that - 
her groans attracted his compassion 
and induced him to fly to her assist- 
ance ; that in the most gentle manner 
he lifted her upon his horse and con- 
ducted her to the inn, not without the 
most alarming apprehensions for her 
life. " However," continued the stran- 
" ger, amidst all my fears, it was no 
small satisfaction to me, that I was 
rendering a service to one of the fa- 
mily of Baron Bellgrove." 

The baron oiFered the greatest cour- 
tesy for such an instance of respect 
for him, and said, " He should ever 
be proud of the kind interpositions of 
such a friend. But pray, my good 
sir," continued he, " in what respect 
have I been so fortunate as to merit 
such esteem ?'* 
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" Sir," cried the baron's visitor r 
" I have had the honour of entere 
taining your son under my humble 
roof, and received so many* instatfces 
of Iris affability and goodness, as have 
made rae ever since feel the wannest 
wishes for the welfare of thefamily." 

The baron sprang from hiis seat, aftd 
taking hold of Iris' visifor's hand, ex- 
claimed M'ith an eflfusion of eäteem — 
" And häve I then my fcrtid frtend 
Myrtle under my roof !* 

" My name is Myrtle, sir," an- 
swered the other, " and I should be 
heartily glad to see my uforthy inmate 
again.' ? 

Here the baron, with.a sigh, in- 
formed Myrtle " That the person he 
manifested such esteem for wjs 
abroad ; but that he hoped a time 
would come when Orlando would 



■_ »^ 



tflE HORRID SPECTRB. 215 

have an opportunity of reminding, 
ao4 thanking him for his hospitality." 

The f armer was entertained by hh 
noble host throughout the day with 
the greatest triendship and convivi- 
ality ; but took his leave early in the 
evening, as he was under the neces- 
*sity of returning home in a limited 
• time. 

On the afternoon of the next däv, 
Julia was so much better as to be able,' 
by slow paces, to proceed to the 
Castle : her return to which, though 
in a länguid State, occasioned inex- 
pressible happiness to the baron and 
baroness. 

In a few days she was so far reco- 
vered as to be* able to hold a regulär 
conversation with the family— a cir- 
cumstance which the baroness anxi- 
aaely waited for, from t\\fe ^greaX.«5>- 
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fection she possessed for her, as also, 
ta know the particular events of her 
disaster. 

When this worthy lady hinted ta 
Julia a wish to this effect^ the latter 
appeared very reserved, and evinced 
an emotion at the same time that in- 
creased the solicitude and curiosity of 

the baroness. 

» 

" I am not, my dear Julia, fond 
*>f hearing tales of distress, parti- 
cularfy where a person we love haa 
been the sufferer ; but the violence 
you have experienced seems to arise 
. from some extraordinary machina- 
tions, the perpetrators of which I 
wish much to be acquainted with." 

Julia appeared very much embar- 
rassed at the importunities of the ba- 
roness, which were dclivered in such 
a tone as she saw clearly would ad mit 
of no denial. ^ää 
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She then, with tears in her eyes, 
oonfessed it was the greatest trial she 
had ever experienced, to be under the 
necessity of repeating what must 
shock the baroness, and appear lika & 
disbonour to the family. 

" You alarm me, my dear," cried 
that good lady ; " but at all events 
let meknaw the particulars." 

Julia still appeared to be under a 
particular dilemma, tili obserying that 
she had excited apprehensions in the 
mind of -her benefactress, which no- 
thing but a direct avowal would sa- 
tisfy, in a faultermg voice exclaimed 
. — " Oh, madam ! Osmond has been 
the disturber of our repose!" 

" GracioHs Heavens P cried the 
l^aroness, " is it possible Osmond can 
bave been so consummate a villain !" 

&.QL. in. i* " Xte*» 
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" Dearxnadani," replied Julia, " let 
mc beg of you not to alarm yoursdf so 
much ; thc villainy, I am faappy to say, 
has been providentially frustratecL" 

" Oh, Julia! this is heart-breaking 
— that the baron should have so long 
chtrished a viper in bis besora 1* 

" I assiire you, niy <te«r madam,** 
crbd Julia, " that I would for ever 
have been sile&t on thc affair, Tather 
tha& have occasioned you a moment's 
pam; bat there has been something 
so &\vf ul and mysterious attending the 
transaction, as excites in rne a kind of 
timid cnriosity I catmöt*well explain." 

Here the lovely maiden turned pale^ 
and the baroness, observing that her 
feelings on the occasion had ex- 
haustod her atreftgth, intreated her to 
forbear entering into particulars for 
the present, saying-— " As she had 
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some vbits to rnake she woukl hear 
the narrative on her return." 

Towards the evening the barohess 
found an opportunity to he alone 
with her favourite, whom she intreated 
to commence her narrative without 
disguise. 

Julia, .with a sigh, thea began :--- 

" The moment I was Caken from 
" the carriage, madam, I was fbrci- 
" bly conveyed to a chaise a littte 
" distarice off, and, bring hastened 
" fl into it, was placed betweeh two 
irien maskei^^ho instantly drew 
up the blinds and urged me, upon 
pam of immediate death, to be 
" silent 

11 Whät little sense I had left dic- 
M tated to me to obey them, and the 

i 3 chai&e 
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" chaise went ofF with the greatest ra- 
" pidity. 

" We travelled, as I conjecture, 
" füll three hours without stopping, 
but at length drew up in a lonely 
lane, close by a Stile. I was desired 
*• to alight, and was obliged to hoW 
*£ the arm of each of my persecutorsr 
while they conducted me across a 
field or two, which brought us 
4< to a forlorn and miserable-looking 
" house. 



" The moment we arrived an 81- 
favoured looking woman came oirt 
of the place and offered to shew 
me to an apartment. It was not 
without inexpressible fear and agi- 
tation I followed her up stairs. She 
then ushered me into a neat room, 
but dreary in its Situation. 

Ai The wretch, after introducing 

" mc 



THE HORRID SPECTRB. Sgl 

11 mc, in a stern voice bade me be 
" obedient, and then, turning the 
u key on me, left me to my medfta- 
" tions* 

" Judge, madam, of my apprehen- 
u sions in this State of suspense. I 
" threw myself into a chair and bürst 
" into a flood of tears ; my ideas were 
" raised to the higbfcst pitch of alarm, 
" as I knew not what horrid Inten- 
tion was meditating agamsti nie; 
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94 In abont half an hont the old 
woman returned, bringing me in 
some wine and other refreshment, 
which, fatigued as I was, I refuäed 
to touch. My attendant was about 
to assume a peremptory tone ; but, • 
seeing me inflexible, ähe fotbope ta 
persist. 

■'* -• • ■'-, , . 

u Though I cannot express the 
alarm I feit at first, yet, from the 

x, 3 - " \w&ä 
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rüde and imperious behaviour of 
this sordid wretch, I collected a 
degree of resentinent, and, being 
ready to burst with chagrin and 
vexation, cried — Teil me by what 
authority I am made a prisoner in 
this place and treated thus indig- 
" nantly? 

" I am under no Obligation to teil 
" you any thing, ans we red she sur- 
lifyv and immediately quitted the 
room. In about half an hour my 
attendant returned, and,, after ar- 
ranging things for the night, quit- 
ted me with observing, that I was 
at liberty to retire when ever I 
" chose. 



" I slept in great alarm the first 
night, dreading every moment to 
be surprised with violence of some 
sort ; my slumbers were short and 
broken off with some horrid reverie, 

" and 
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" and I should hare . prayed most 
" heartily for the return of day, but 
" that I thought it would produce 
" something fatal and mischievous* 

" The next morning I was invited 
" to walk in the garden, a place in- 
" closed with a high wall, which I 
" surveyed with a very heavy heart; 
" considering it as precluding every 
" hope of escape., 

" I passed several days in a State of 
" solitary and dismal suspense, seeing 
"* no one but the person who at first 
" attended me, who became now a 
" little more civil. 

" The day that I macle my escape 
öhe ran into my apartment, saying, 
she had some agreeable news to re- 
" late to me. I arose with an emo- 
*' tion of joy, thinking she might 
" have feit some compassion for mß^ 
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" and was wiliing to aid me lü an 



«« 



escape. 



" Teil me, cried I with earnestness 



> 



" what is the . favourable intelligence 
V #«ra hav« to impart. 



•*• » 



#< Why, my dear miss, answered; 
" the Jezebel, here is a gentkman 
" Coming to-day whio i& positively 
14 quite in love with you and wi&hes 
" to bestow bis whole fortune upon 
f< yöu. 

" Nothiug could exceed the rnorti- 
" fication I endured at this insulting 
" inthnation, particulariy at the mo- 
" ment when I had put the most 
" favourable constractiori on what 
" she had at first insinuated. 

" Wretched and unmeaning stuff t 
u cried I contemptuously. 



u 
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" Äelease me from my confinement 
■" and I will plentifully reward you. 



" Just as I finished this sentence I 
thought I saw something in her 
eountenance as if she had relented, 
and, catching at the happy mö- 
ment, offered her my purse to 
assist me in my purposes ; but 
was mistaken in my conjectures. 
She was inexorable, and treated 
my proposal with disdain. 
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" The time now arrived when I yras 
" to behold my inhuman persecutor; 

" A gentleman suddenly entered 
u the room, and how shall I, dea* 
H madam, express the surprise and 
" astonishment I feit, when I behelfl 
" in this visitor the person of Osmond. 
(6i I flew to him and upbraided him 
" for his base and ungenerous con- 
" duck 
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■^ " Bc not incensed, my angel, cried 
" he, wbat I have done is owing to 
" my excessive fondness for you. 

" Thi» exceeds the worst I could 
" have supposed you capable of, I 
" rejplied, to carry me off fröm my 
. " friends in a ruffian-like manner, and 
" then to insult an unprotected femate 
" with any language yöu please, - be- 
" cause she is totally in your power \ 

4t This is treatment which debasea 
" you beneath the man i 

" These are needless and absurd 
" prejudices, exclauned he, and pro- 
" ceeded to treat me in a manner that 
" excited in nie the greatest alarm. 
u I shrieked, and he desisted; I 
" then kneeled and intreated him to 
" permit me to return horae ; this he 
" refused, and darted out of the 
" apartment with a look of anger. ' 
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u In a little while he teturaed, atid* 
u began to make such odious propo- 
" sals to me, as filled me with the 
vrorst of apprehensions. I intreated, 
I supplicated and implored him to 
desist, and not to act with bruta- 
" lity towards oae with whom hfe had 
" Uvea on terms of afFection and re- 
" spect. Osmond was all this while 
" inaensibLe to my remonstrances, and 
" rather' iuereased in bis msulting 
*' rudeness to me. 

" I now ran about the apartment, 
" hoping to observe some place of 
" escape ; he pursued me with his 
*' disguKting solicitations. 

*' Driven almost to distraction with 
" such base and i&sidious importuni- 
" ties, I exclaimed — O, God ! pro- 
iC tect me in this trying moment ! — 
" when suddenly a deep groan ftom 



£28 BELLGROVB CASTLE ; «R # 

u some part of the room made htm 
" Start back with precipitation. 



Li 



" This sound produced a degree of 
awe in my mind, while my persecu- 
" tor stood transfixed with surprise 
u and terror. In this moment of 
" asfconishment a voice exclaimod — 
" Forbear, inhuman wretch ! to per- 
" sist in thy barbarities ! let the fatc 
"-ofthe murdered Louisa warn Ühieof' 
" to repent ! ! 

" Here theWoice ceased, and Os- 
*' mond, with a countenance pale as 
" death, rushed instantly out of the 
" room. I stole this opportunity of 
u making to the door, and passed 
■'-ff unmolested out of the house, from 
*f whence I proceeded «to the garden- 
" gate, which fortunately being left 
" open at this perioä, I fled with the 
-" utmost haste across thcfields, and 
*' soon got into the high road, where, 
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"*' a stage-coach coming by, without 
enquiring in what direction it was 
going, I precipitately got into it, 
hoping thereby to elude all pursuit. 
I Found, however, upon the coach 
putting up, that. I was at a consi- 
derable distance from the Castle. 
The next day I set out in a stage 
that was coming within twenty 
miles of this spot, and, arriving at 
its place of destination,, immedi- 
ately took a chaise to bring me the 
remaining part of the way, whieh 
unfortunately broke down mithin 
seven miles of the Castle, and I had 
no opportunity of continuing my 
coürse, but by Walking all that 
distance. When I had proceeded 
about two miles, I found myself so 
exhausted, that I retired into a 
field by the side of the road and re- 
clined myself on some straw ; after 
which, in a languid and faultering 
state, I reached a stile, where I 
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thought every moment would have 
been the last. In the midst of my 
distress a traveller, happening to 
pass, took notice of my condition, 
and, with the greatest tenderness 
and care, assisted me to reach the 
inn, where you, my good madam, 
and the baron, were pleased to vi- 
" sit me * # * # * # # * # " 

" Good Heavens V said the baro- 
ness, at the conclusionof Julia's story, 
" what a narrative ! and that you 
should owe your sufferings to one 
whom nature should have taught to 
have protected you, is a lamentable 
and cruel circumstance indeed ]" 

The baroness gave a deep sigh as 
j&e uttered this, and a considerable 
pause ensued, during which that lady 
exhibited a mixture of sorrow and in- 
dignation. At length she endea- 
voured to give a fresh turn to the 

conver- 
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conversation, and, after a little dis- 
course with Julia upon some other 
subject, quitted the roonu 

When Julia found herseif alone she 
entered into atrain of reveries on her 
repeated misfortunes* The violence 
which she had suffered and the conse- 
quent alarm did not affect her near 
so much as the apprehension of the 
the unplcasant effect which Osmond's 
perfidy woukl luive upon the lmnds of 
he* worthy benefactors. She loved 
them with the fondest affection, and 
it hurt her much that she should be- 
come the innocent cause of disturbing 
their peace and producing, at the 
same time, a breach in the family, 

On the other hand, it appeared to her 
to be acting strictly conformably to 
discretion and the respect she owed the 
baroness, to be ingenuous in so seri- 
ous an affair, suppösing, with great 
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propriety, that attempts might* be 
made, in other respects, to the preju- 
dice of the baron and his family, by a 
man who had been guilty of the out- 
rage she had experienced. 

r 

% 

While she was lamenting her hard 
case, the baroness was making to her 
lord a cliscovery of Osmond's trea- 
chery. He could hardly credit the 
intelligence at first, so bäse did the 
attempt appear in his eyes ; but, 
on seco-nd thoughts, Julia's sinceÄty 
was not to be doubted ; she had ever 
eonducted herseif in the most cai\did, 
open, and ingenuous way ; nor could 
he/for a moment, admit the klea, 
that she could be capable of artifice for 
any purpose whatever. The conduct 
of Osmond had become, in his idea of 
things, very dubious, and he more 
than once thought the mystery that 
hung about his conduct could have 
no good motive. Thus influenced, 

the 
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the baron was as it were prepared for 
some developement of Osmond's real 
character ; and now that his guilt was 
exposed, by an unequivocal testi- 
mony, he determined to admit him in 
his presence no more. 

Though the baron considcred Os- 
mond's conduct in the highest de- 
gree of atrocity, there were other 
contingent matters which made him 
shudder. 

The mystcrious interposition of Ju- 
lia's intended nuptials, with the terri- 
fying and unaccountable expressions 
which escaped him at that time, and 
the stränge interruption to his de- 
signs on Julia, attended with a mira- 
culous intimation of the most awful 
nature— all led him into a firm per- 
suasion, that there had been some- 
thing in the conduct of Osmond of a 
very solemn and heinous nature. 
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Influenced with such an idea, he 
was morc than once on the point of 
writing to Osmond an admonitory 
letter, hoping that, whatever his 
crimes might have been, they would 
admit of a reform, and that he might 
yet become a worthy member of So- 
ciety. 

But when the former recollected 
the ambition and haughtiness of Os- 
mond, he thought such a measure 
might only provoke him to fresh acts 
of ingratitude, and, perhaps, insult. 
The baron, therefore, at once relin- 
quished his designs, and abandoned 
him for ever. 
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